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\ TO Part of Hiftory is more inſtruttive 
and delighting, than the" Lives of. 
: Great and Worthy 'Men :, The ſhort» 
weſs of them invites many Readers, and there 
we ſuch little and" yet Remarkdbie Paſſages in 
them, 100 inconſitlerable'to be put '?wa Ptweral Hi- 
ftory of the Age in which" they Yived 5 that *all 
People ave very deferots to knov them.” Fhls makes 
Plutarch's Lives b2 more generally Read than any 
of all the Books which the Ancient Greeks or Ro- 
mans mrit, ' Wo TO a 
But the Lives of Hero's and Princes, are com- 
monly filled with the actount of the great things 
done ' by them, whith dv Mather b:long to* z general, 
than a particular Hiffoty ; and di" rather amuſe 
the Reader's Fancy with u ſplendid ſhew of great- 
beſs, than offer him what is really ſo nſcful to 
himſelf : And indeed the Lives of  Printes are 
either writ with ſo much Flattery, 'by thoſe who 
intended- to merit by it at their own hands, or 
Wthers concerned in them: Or with ſo much ſpite, 
by thoſe who being ill uſed by them, have Re- 
venged themſelves on their Memory, that there 
Is not-mu6h to be builton them: And though the 
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ill Nature of many, makes nhat is Satyrically writ 
to be generally more read and believed, than when 
the Flattery is wiſiole and courſe, yet certainly Re- 
ſentment may make the Writer corrupt the Trath 
of Hiſtory, ,as much as Intereſt: And ſince all 
Men have thr blind ſides and commit Errors, he 
that will induſtrionſly lay theſe together, leaving 
; Out, or but lightly touching. what ſhould be ſet a. 
gainſt them, to balance them, may make 4 very 
good Man appear in very bad Colours : So upon 
the whole matter, there ts not that reaſon to expe(t 
either muzh Truth, or great Inſtruction, from what 
is written concerning Hero's or Princes; for few 
have been able to imi' ate the Patterws Suetonius 
ſet the World in writing the Lives of the Roman 
Emperors, with the ſame freedom that they had 
ledth:em: But the Lives of Private Men, tho 
they ſeldom entertain the Reader with ſuch a v4- 
riety of Paſſages as the other do; Tet certainly they 
offer him things that are more imitable, and do 
preſent Wiſdom aniVertue to him, not only in « 
fair Idea, nhich is oftes look'd on as « piece of 
the Invention or Fancy of the Writer, but in ſuch 
plain and familiar Inſtances, as do both direfF him 
better and perſuade him more; And there are not 
ſuch temptations to biaſs thoſe who writ them, ſ» 
that we may generally depend more on the trath of 
ſuch relations as are given in them. 

In the Age in which we live , Religion and 
Vertue have been propoſed and defended with ſuch 
acwantages, with that great force of Reaſon, For 
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thoſe perſu:ſions,that they ran hardly be matched" jr 
T #mes ; yet after all this, there aft'but feiv« 
mech | wrought. ow by them, which- perhaps” fl-ot* 
from this, among other Reaſons, that there are* 
wt ſo many excellent Patterns ſet out; as might” 
both in a ſhorter, and more effi tual manner 1 
commend that to. the World, which Diſcourſes dv 
but coldly ; "The Wit and Style or the Writer | beS 
ing more conſidered than the Argument whichvhty 
handle, and therefore the pripoſung Vertu&and Re- 
—_ in ſuch « Model, may perhaps oper ate -more” 
an the Perſp Hive of it can ab; auth for 196 
Hiſtory of Learning, nothing does ſo preferve 
and improve it, as the writing the' Lives of thoſe 
who have been Eminent in it. 3-1. 0 
There is no Book the' Ancients have left #9) 
which might have informed us moye than Diope? 
nes. Laertius his Lives of the Philoſophers ; iff 
be had: had the Art of writing equal'to that grehb 
Sabjett which he undertcok, for-if" he: hatl*gioen 
the World ſuch an account of thers, as Gaffers 
dus has done of- Peiresk\, how- great's Sto'k' of 
Knowledge might we have had, «which: by his'wn- 
rhilfulnef; is in a greet meaſure Yoſt; * Since ws 
muſt now depend only 01 him, bet arfe "wt "have via 
other, or. betert Author," that has "written on tht 
Argument. za [YS'3 WF At 
: For many CAees there nere no Dived writ but by 
"ud | Monks, throwg h » boſe Writings there runs ſuch 
cb Y as incurable humoor, of telling incredible and int- 
vd | mitable paſſages, that little in them ray te believed 
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or propoſed as'a Pattern : Sulpitius Severus and 
Jerom ſbemed too much credutity in the Lives they 
wits, 4nd.raiſeds Martin. awd: Hilarion; beyond 
what can'be yeaſonably believed : after them, So- 
crates, Theodoret, Sozomen, and: Palladivs, 
took a pleaſure to te!! uncouth Stories of the Monks 
of. Thebais, eyd.Nitria ' a4 thoſe who came after 
them, ſcorwed to fall ſhort of thein,but raiſed their 
Satin. above. thoſe of former. Ages, ſo. that one 
rnam{dþ que. thoag ht that, wnlerent way of writing 
cguid.rife nebigier ;, nd this rhmour infeedeven 
Atel(erpbages pthermrſe agnyd Senſe of things, and 
444k 4 ppribenſicn of Nigkpnd, as may appear in 
Mari ew. $8his,\ who, thangln he mas a Writer of 
gr- at Judement ard F id luty. yet he has corrup- 
rags Hiifory wth 1vch of that d/loy 1 But when 
enmwnts van ev) roſe. anoug the ſeveral Orders 
as Hoaſe6\#hen they improveduin that Ant of' mas 
hinge Rotnowrtge $n ſtead of mriting Lives," tothat 
Re6h yak ths World bicurme' genrraly much ſran- 
daljaedwith there t. The. Francitcans and Dbmis 
nicans tried wbo could ſay the moſt extravagant 
thipe vt t/a Benders, & other Saints » of. their 
Qr 4414 ©Aybe Benediftunes, who thought them: 

DESAI Reaile Beli:f of the World, as well 
. Kof its({eadthy grnoerwom doll that was prſfeble 
Fall to keep up the Dignity of their Ordeny by" outs 
{ning thewhtefudl. they could + and whereas bere 
or there, 4,irec(6,\ a Fiſiom, ror. Trante, might 
h wve acciytainatbe Lives of farmer Saints ; ow 
every Page wa full of thaſe. wanderfy __—_ 
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Nor has the hamour of writing in ſuch a man- 
ger, ben quite laid down in this Age, though 
more awakned and better enlightned, as arpears 
in the Life of Philip Nerius, and 4 great many 
more : | Ard the Jeſuits at Antwerp, are now 
taking care to load the World with a waſt and vo- 
lominous Collefticn of all th:ſe Lives that has al- 
ready ſwelled to eleven Volumes in Folio, in « 
ſmall Print, and yet being digeſted according to 
th: Kalender, they hive yet but ended the Month 
of April: The Life of Monſiexr Renty is writ 
is another manner, where there are ſo many ex- 
cellent 'paſſages, that he is juſtly to be reckoned a« 
mon? ſt the greateſt Patterns that France has af- 
forded in this Age. 

But while ſome have nouriſhed Infidelity, and 
a ſcorn of ali Sacred Thipps by writing of thoſe 
good Men in ſuch a ſtrain, as makes not on!y 
what is ſo related to be disbeli:ved, but creates a 
diſtruſt of the Authentical Writings 'of our moſt 
Holy Faith ; others have fallen into another ex. 
tream in writing Lives tco jrjunely, ſwelling them 
up with triflins Accounts of the Childhood and 
Education, and the Domeſtick or Private Afﬀairs 
of thoſe Perſons of whom thy write, in which the 
World is little concernd;, by theſe they be- 
come” fo flat, that few care to read them, for cer- 
tainly thoſe Tranſaftions are only fit to be deliver'd 
to Poiterity, that' may carry with them ſome uſe- 
ful piece of knowledge to after- times. 
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I have now an Argument before me, which will 
affcrd indeed only a ſhort Hiſtory, but will con- 
tain in it as great a Charatter, as perhaps can 
be given of any in this Age; fi: ce there are few 
Inſt ances of more K nowledze and greater Verines 
meeting in oue Perſon. I am upon one account (be- 
ſides many more) wifit $0 undertake it, becauſe I 
was #0? at all known to him, ſol can ſay nothing 
from my own Obſervation, but upon ſecond thoughts 
I do not know whether this may not qualifie me to 
nwrize more impartial'y, though pirhaps more de- 
fe tively, for the knowledge of extraordinary per- 
{ons aces ay commonly biaſ» thoſe,v ho were much 
wrought on by the tenderneſs of their Friend(bip 
fer them, to raiſe their Stile a little too high when 
they write concerning them: I confeſs I knew him 
as much as the locking often upon him could a- 
mount to, The laft Tear of bis being in London, 
he came always on Sundays (when he could go a 
broal) to the Chappel of the Rolls, where I ten 
Preached : In my life I ncwver ſaw ſo much Gravi- 
ty tempered with that ſweetneſs, and ſet off with 
ſo much wivacity as appears in his looks, and be- 
heviour, which diſpoſed me to a Veneration for 
him, which I never had for any with whom ] was 
not acquainted : Iwas ſeeking an opportugity of be- 
ing admitted ta his Converſation; but I und: rſt004 
that between a great want of health, and a mul- 
tiplicity .of Buſineſs, which his Imployment 
brought upon him, he was Maſter of fo little of his 
timezthat I ſtood in doubt whether 1 might preſume 
to 
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wrcb him of any of it, and ſo he left the Town, 
kefore I cauld reſolve an deſirimg to be known to 


My ignorance of the Law of England, made 
we alſo unfit to write of a Man, a great part of 
whoſe Charatter as to his Learning is to be taken 
from his Skill in th: Common Law, and his Per- 
formance in that. But I ſhall leave that to thoſe 
of the ſame Robe : Simce if 1 engaged much in 
u, 1 muit needs commit many errors, writing of 
4 Subjett that is foreign to me. 

The occaſion of my undertaking this, was given 
me firſt by the earneſt defires of ſome that have 
great over me, who having been much obli- 
ged by him, and holding his Memory in high eſts- 
mation, thought I might do it ſome right by Wri« 
ting his Life; I was then engaged in the Hiſtory 
of the Reformation, ſo I promiſed that, as ſoon as 
that was over, I ſhonld make the beſt uſe I could 
of ſuch Informations and Memorials as (hould be 

ought me. 

This I have now performed in the beſt manner 
I could, and have brought into method all the 
parcels of his Life, or the branches of his Chara- 
fer, which I could either gather from the Informa- 
tions that were brought me, or from thoſe that 
were familiarly acquainted with him, or from his 
Writings: I have not applied any of the falſe Co- 
lours with which Cart, or ſome forced Eloquence 
might furniſh me in Writing concerning him; but 
have endeavour'd to ſet him out in the ſame (im- 
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Hitity in which heltved: T bave ſaid little of his 
Deomeſtick Concerns, fince though in theſe he was 
4 great Example, yet it fignifies no: hing to the 
World, to know any particular Frames that 
might be given to his Patience; and therefore 1 
ſhall draw a Veil over allthefe, ani (hill avoid: ſy. 
ing any thing of him, but mhat may afford the 
Reader ſome profitable Inftruttion: I am wndey no 
temptations of ſaying any . thing, but what I im 
perſwaded is exattly true, for where there i ſo 
much excellent truthto be told, it were an inexcuſe 
ble faxlt to corrupt that, or prejudice the Reader 
ag4init it by the mixture of falſeboods with it, 


In ſhort as he was a great example white he li. 
ved, ſo I with the ſetting him thus out to:Poſte- 
rity, in his own true and aatzve Colours, may 
have its dme influence on all perſons ; but more 
particularly on thoſe of. that profeſſion, whom it 
more immediately concerns, whatever on the Bench 
Or at the Bar. 
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LIFE and DEATH 
+: Tighitk 

Sir Matthew Hale, K* 
Wet LATE 


' Lord Chief Juſtice of ' England. 


| ATTHEW ' HALE, was Born at 
'd  Alderly 'in' Gloceſter-ſbire, the firſt 
; of November, 1609. His Grand» 
*.. © Father-was Robert Hale, an Emi- 
nent Clothier in Wortor-under-edge, in that 
County, © where he and his Anceſtors had 
lived for many Delcentsz and they had given 
ſeveral parcels of Land for the uſe of the Poor, 
which are enjoyed by them to this'day. This 
Ryberr acquired an -Eftate of Ten thouſand 
Pound, which he divided almoſt equally amongſt 
his Five Sons; beſides the Portions he gave 
his Daughters, from whom a numerous Poſte- 
rity has ſprung. His Second Son was Roberz 
Hale, a Barrilter of ' Lznc:lns-Inn; he Married 
Joan, the Daughter of Matthew Poyntz of AL. 
derly, Eſquire, who was deſcended __ = 
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Noble Family of the Poyntz's of Atom : Of this 
Marriage there was no other Iſſue but thisone 
Son. His Grand-father by his Mother was his 
God-father ; and gave him his own Name at 
his Baptiſm. His Father was a Man of that 
ftrianeſs of Conſcience, that he gave over the 
practice of the Law, becauſe he could not un- 
derſtand the reaſon of giving Colour in Plead- 
ings, which as he thought was to tell a Lye, 
and that, with ſome other things commonly 

atiſed, ſeemed to him contrary to that ex- 
aQneſs of Truth and Juſtice which became a 
Chriſtian, ſo that he withdrew himſelf from 
the Inns of Court to live on his Eſtate in the 
Country. Of this I was informed by an Anci- 
ent Gentleman, that lived in a Friendſhip with 
his Son for Fifty Years, and he heard Judge 
Joes, that was Mr. Halz's Contemporary, de- 
clare this in the Kzzgs-Bench. But as the care 
he had to fave his Soul, made him abandon a 
Profeſſion in which he might have raiſed his 
Family much higher, ſo his Charity to his Poor 
Neighbours, made him not only deal his Alms 
largely among them while he lived, but at his 
Death he left (out of his ſmall Eſtate which 
was but 100 /, a Year) 20/. a Year to the 
Poor of Wetter, which his Son confirmed 
to them with ſome Addition, and with this 
na. a it ſhould be diſtributed among 
ſuc r Houſe-keepers, as did not receive 
the alms of the Pariſh; for to give it to thoks, 
| | was 
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was only as he uſed to ſay, to fave ſo much 
money to the Rich, who by Law were bound 
to relieve the Poor of the Pariſh. 

Thus he was deſcended rather from a good, 
than a Noble Family, and yet what was want- 
iog in the inſignificant Titles of high Birth, 
and Noble Blood, was more than made up in 
the true worth of his Anceſtors. But he was 
ſoon deprived of the Happineſs of his Father's 
Care and InſtruQtion, for as he loſt his Mother 
before he was Three Years Old, ſo his Father 
died before he was Five; ſo early was he caſt 
on the Providence of God. But that unhap- 
pineſs was in a great meaſure made uptohim: 
For after ſome oppoſition made by Mr. Thomas 
Poyme, his Uncle by his Mother, he was com- 
mitred to the Care of Anthony Kzngſcor, of 
Kzneſcot, Eſquire, -who was his next Kinſman, 
after his Uncles by his Mother. 

Great Care was takenof his Education, and 
his Guardian intended to breed him to be a 
Divine, and being inclined tothe way of thoſe 
then called Puritans, put him to ſome Schools 
that were Taught by thoſe of that Party, and 
in the Seventeeth Year of his Ape, ſent him 
to Magdalen-Hall in Oxford, where Obadiah 
Sedgwick was his Tutor. He wasan extraordi- 
nary Proficient at School, and for ſome time 
at Oxford, But the Stage-Players coming thi- 
ther, he was ſo muchcorrupted by {ceing ma- 
ny Plays, that he almoſt wholly forſook - 
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Studies. By this he not only loſt much time, 
but found that his Head came to be thereby 
filled with ſuch. vain Images of things, that 
they were at, beſt unprofitable, it not hurtfut 
to him ; and being afterwards ſenſible of the 
Miſchief of this,. he refolved-upon his coming 
to Loudon, (where he knew the opportunities 
of ſuch Sights would be more frequent 'and 
Inviting) never to ſee a Play again, to which 
he conſtantly adhered. 

The Corruption of a Young'Man's Mind in 
one particular, generally draws-on a great mz- 
ny more after it, ſo he being now taken off 
from following his Studies, and from the Gta: 
vity of his deportment, that was formerly -E- 
minent in him, far beyond his Years, ſet him- 
ſelf to many of the Vanities incident to Youth, 
but ſtill preſerved his Purity,- and a+ great Pro- 
bity of Mind. . Heloved-fine Clothes, atid des 
lighted much in Compagy: ' - And being 'of a 
ftrong and robuſt Body, he was a great Ma- 
ſer at all thoſe Ezercifes that required much 
Strength. He alſo learned to Fence, and han- 
dle his Weapons, in which he became ſo expert, 
that he worſted many of the Maſters of thoſe 
Arts : but as he was exerciſing himſelf in them, 
an Inſtance appear'd,that ſhewed a good Judg- 
ment, and gave ſome hopes of better things. 
One of his Maſters told him he could Teacti 
him no more, for he was now better at his own 
Trace than himſelf was; This Mr. Halelookt 
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n as flattery : So to make the Maſter diſcover 
bimſelf, he promis'd him the Houſe he lived ing 
br he was his Tenant, if he could hit him a 
flow on the Head : and bad him do his beſt; 
for he would be as good as his word : ſo after a 
" Wlittle Engagement, his Maſter being really Su- 
> Wpcriour to him, hat him on the Head, and he 
| ormed his Promiſe ; for he gave him the 
x ſe freely : and was not unwilling at that 
rate to learn _—_— diſtinguiſh flattery from 
plain and fimple Truth. 

He was now fo taken up with Martial mat- 
ters, that inſtead of going on in his deſign of 

ing a Scholar, or a Divine, he reſolved to 
be a Soldier ; and his Tutor Sedgwick going into 
the Low Conntries, Chaplain to the Renowned 
Lord Vere, he reſolved to go along with him; 
and to trail a P:ke in the Prince of Orange's Ar- 
my ; but a happy ſtop was put to this Reſolu- 
tion, which might have proved ſo fatal to him. 
ſelf, and have deprived the Age of the great 
Example he gave, and the uſctul Services be 
afterwards did his Country. He was engaged 
in a Suit of Law with Sir ill, Whitmore, who 
laid claim to ſome part of his Eſtate, and his 
Guardian being a Man of a retired 'Temper, 
and not made for Buſineſs, he was forced to 
leave the Univerſity, after he had been Threg 
Years ia it, and go to Lowdor to ſollicite his 
own Buſineſs. Being recommended to Serjeant 
Glazuil for his Councellor, and he obſerving 
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in him a clear apprehenſion of things, and a 
ſolid Judgment, and a great fitneſs for the Sty- 
dy of the Law, took pains upon him to per« 
ſwade him to forſake his thoughts of being a 
Soldier, and to apply himſelf to the Study of 
the Law : and this had ſo good an effe& on 
him, that on the Eighth of November, 1629, 
when he was paſt the Twentieth Year of his 
Ape, he was admitted into Lincolns- Inn: and 
being then deeply ſenſible how much . time he 
had loſt, and that Idle and Vain things had 
over-run and almoſt corrupted his Mind, he 
reſolved to Redeem the time he had loſt, and 
followed his Studies with a diligence that could 
ſcarce be believed, if the ſignal effeQs of it did 
not gain it Credit. He Studied for many Years 
at the rate of Sixtcen Hours a Day : He threw 
alideall fine Clothes, and betook himſelf to a 
plain Faſhion, which he continued to uſe in 
many points to his dying day. 

But ſince the honour of reclaiming him from 
the idleneſs of his former Courſe of Life, is 
due to the Memory of that Eminent Lawyer, 
Serjeant Glanvil, and ſince my Defignin Wri- 
ting is to propoſe a Pattern of Heroick Vertue 
to the World, I ſhall mention one paſſage of 
the Serjeant which ought never to beforgotten. 
His Father had a fair Eſtate,which he intended 
to ſettle on his Elder Brother, but he being a 
Vicious young Man, and there appearing no 
hopes of his Recovery, he ſertled it on -- 
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*that was his Second Son. Upon his Death, 


*his Eldeſt Son finding that what he had before 
Jooked on, as the threatnings of an Angry Fa- 
cog was gow bat to0 certain, prenme Melan- 
"holy, and that by degrees wrought {0 
"change on him, tha what his Parker oli 
* Sp in while he Lived, was now effe&< 
dy the ſeverity of his laſt Will, {d that it, wa 
"now too late for him to change in hopes of an 
Eftate that was gone from him. ©, But his Bro- 
ther obſerving the reality of the change, reſol- 
ved within himſelf whar.to do? fo he called 
him, with many of his Friends together to a 
*Fealt, and after other Diſhes had been ſerved 
'up td the Dinner, -he ordered one that was cg- 
'vered to be {et before his Brother, and defired 
Him to uncover it ; which he doing, the Com- 
any was fſurprized to find it full of Writings. 
'S0 he told them that he was now .to do, what 
he was ſure his Father would have done, if he 
had lived to ſte that happy Change, which they 
'now all faw in his Brother : And therefor he 
freely reſtored to him the whole Eſtate. This 
3 ſo great an inſtance of a Generous and jult 
Piſpoſition, that T hope the Reader will cafily 
pardon this Digreſſion, and that the rather 
fince that Worthy Serjeant was fo Inſtrumental 
in the happy Change that followed 'in” the 
courſe of Mr. Hales Life. 

Yet he did not at ficlt break-off from keep- 
ing too much Company with ſome yain Foun, 
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rill a fad Accident drove him from it, for he 
with ſome other young Students, beiog invited 
to be merry out of Town, one of the Com- 
y called for ſo much Wine, that notwith- 
ing all that Mr. Hale could do to prevent 

it, he went on in his Excels till he fell down as 
dead before them, ſothar all that were preſeax, 
were nota little aftrighted atit, who did what 
they could tobring him to himſelf again : This 
did particularly affet Mr. Hale, who there- 
upon went into another Room, and ſhutting 
the Door, fell on his Knees, and prayed car- 


neftly to God, both for his Friend, that he 


might be reſtored to Life again ; and that him- 
felt might be forgiven for giving ſuch Counte- 
nance to ſo much Exceſs : and he Vowed to 
God, that he would never again keep Com- 
pany in that manner, nor drink a Health while 
he Lived: His Friend recovered, and he moſt 
Religiouſly obſerved his Vow, till his Dyi 
day. Andthough he was afterwards prels'd 
ro drink Healths, particularly the Kzngs, which 
was fet up by too many as a diſtinguiſhing 
mark of Loyalty, and drew many into great 
excels after His Majeſty's happy Reſtauration; 
but he would never diſpenſe with his Vow, 
though he was ſometimes roughly treated for 
this, which ſome hot and indiſcreet Men called 
Obſtinacy. : 
This wrought an entire change on him: 
nov he forfook all vain Company and divided 


himſdf 
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Sir Matthew Hale. * 


himfeff between the Duties of Reli ion, and 
the Studies of his Pro {effion ; in the former he 
was fo regefar, chat for Six and Thirty years 
te, ie never once failed going to Church on 
T7 '$day:'T hisObſeryauon he made when 
f interrupt ed that conſtant Courle, 
refle&ed on 4 as an Acknowledgnieat 
of Cas great Goodneſs to him, in ſo long a 
Continuance of his Health. 
* He tooſt a rift acconnr of fs time,of which 
Rr rhety beſt j cſt judge; by the Scheme he 
ſhall inſert Copied 
obo right, "dale I arh not certain when 
he made it ; 1t is ſet down in the ſame Simpli- 
dty in which he writ ir for his own private uſe, 


. MORNING. 


E To lift aÞ the Heart 19 Godin thankfulneſs for 

"© retewving my Life. 

I; Fo Fenev my (ovenant with God in Chrift. 
1. By renewed Aits of Faith feceiving Chriit 
and rejoxcing in"the height of that Relation. 
2. Reſolution of being one of his People doing 

Hi. Adoration and Prayer. 

IV. Serrhvy '# Witch over my ove Infirmities 
and Paſſions over the Smares laid in our way. 
| Ferumus licitis, 


Day Imployment: 


I. Osr 


pe 


| me Life and Death of 


I. Or Ordinary Calling, to ſerv ve 702 injt. tt 
' #58 Service to Chrit t h never * ſo meas, 
Colol.3, Here Faithfulneſs, Diligence,Chear- 


far Not to overlay my 97g with more Bu- 
II 


5 than 1 can bear. 
, iritaad Imployments : Mi mg ſomewhat 
of God's Immediate Service in #his day. 


"Refreſhments. - ya 
I. Meat and Drink, Moderation: ſe afoned with 
ſomembat of God. | 
II. Rt) eations.. 1, Not our Buſineſs. 2. Shitahl 

" No Games, if giventoC cvetouſneſs or P afſion, 


If alone. 


I, Beware of wandring, vain, LuſifulT houghts » fy 
from thy ſelf rather than entertain theſe, 

IL Let thy Solitary Thoughts be profitable, wiew 
the Evidences of th Sarge the State of thy 
Soul, the comi af Chriſt, thy own Mortality, 
it will make thee- « Humble and W dh 


Company. 


Do good to them. Uſe God's Name: Reverenth. 
Feware of leaving an ill Impreſſiow of ill Exams 
Phe. Receive good from them If more knowing. 


EVENING. 


at up the Accounts of the Day. If ought be amiſs 
THe, pardon. Gather Reſolution of more Vigh 


lance. 


pe 
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” Lance. If well, Bleſs the Mercy and Grace. of 
G1 WF; * 

God that hath Supported thee, 


"Theſe Notes have an ImperfeQtion in the 
Vordin of them, whichThews they were only 
intended for his Privacies. No wonder a Man 
qo ſet ſuch rules to himſelf, became quickly 
| T7 Eminent and remarkable. 

" Negthe PIorgey General,being then one of 
the greateſt Men of the Profeſſion, took carly 


notice of him, and called often for him, and 


WeRed him in_ his Study, and grew to have 
bch friendſhip for him, that he came to becal- 
led Yowng Noy. He paſſing from the cxtream 
of Vanity in his Apparel, tothat of neglecting 
himſelf roo much, wasonce taken whea there 
was a Preſs for the Kzng's Service, as a fit Per- 
ſon for it; for he was a ſtrong and well built 
Man : But ſomethat knew him coming by, and 
iving notice who. he was, the Preſs Men ler 
Rim go. This made him return to more 
decency in his Clothes, but never to any Su- 
perfluity or Vanity in them. | 

* Once as he was Buying ſome Cloth for a 
new Suit, the' Draper, with whom he differed 
about rhe Price, told him he ſhould have it for 
thing, if he would promiſe himan Hundred 
pound when he came to be Lord Chiet Juſtice 
of Exglend; towhich hean{wered, Thathe could 


'not with a good Conſcience wear any Man's 


Cloth, unleſs he payed for it; ſo he fatisfied 
4 B 3  ""_ 


bo 


—— 


theDraper, andcarriedaway the Cloth. Yet 
that ſame Draper lived to ſee him advanced to 
that ſame dignity. 6:45: condi 
While he was thus improving himſclf inthe 
Study of the Law, hg not only kept the Hour 
of the Hal conſtantly in Term time, bur ſeldom 
put himſelf out of Commons in F'ac«tion-time, 
and continued then to follow his Studies wit 
an unwearied diligence ; and not being ſatisfied 
with the Books writ about it, or tg take things 
upon truſt, was very diligent in ſearchi $7 


Records : Then did he make divers ColleAions 


out of the Books he had Read, and mixing th 
with his own Obſervations, digeſted radF 
a Common-place Book ; which he did with 
much Induſtry and Judgment, that an Eminent 
Judge of the Kzn25-Bench, borrowed itof him 
when he was Lord Chief Boo»: He unwilling- 
ly lent it, becauſe it had been Writ by him be- 

re he was called to the Ber, and had never 
been throughly revifed by him fincethat Ti 
only what” alterations had been made in the 
Law by ſubſequent Statutes, and Judgments, 
were added by him as they had happened ; bur 
the Fadge having pzruſed it, ſaid, thatthough 
it was compoſed 'by him ſo early he did not 
think any Lawyerin Exgland cou ddo it better, 
except he himſelf would again ſet about it. 

He was ſoon found out by that great and 
[earned Antiquary Mr. Selgey, who though 
much ſupertour to him in Years, yet came t0 


12 The Life and Death of tt 


A So ODS COEFTrHSTELD SHOT] 


+ 4 4 © a © 


CEE——_— 


Str Matthew Hale. 'E: 


t I bave ſuch aliking of him, andof Mr, Y aughen? 
) who was afterwards Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
| Common-Pleas, that as he continued in a cloſe 
Frieadſhip with them while he lived, fo he left 
them at his Death, two of his four Exccutors. 

- It was this 6.17 oa = ſet Mr. 
Hale on a more e urſuit of Learni 
\which he had before coke to his nm 
feſoa, but becoming as great a Maſter in it, 
as ever any was, very ſoon; he'whocould ne- 
yer let any of his time go away unprofirably, 

leiſure to attain to as great a variety of 

knowledge, in as Comprehenſive a manner as 
moſt Men have done in any Age. 

He ſer himſelf much to the Study of the Ro- 
meas Law, and though he liked the way of Ju- 
dicature in Exgland by Juries, much better 
than that of the Czvi/Law, where ſomuch was 
truſted to the Judge; yet he often ſaid, that 
the true and Reaſons of Law were ſo 
well deliyered in the DigeFs, that a Man could 
never underſtand Law asa Science fo well as by 

ſeeking it there, and therefore lamented much 
that it was (o little Studied in Exg/and. 

He looked on readineſs in Arithmerich, as a 
thing which might þe uſeful co him in his own 
Imploymeat, and acquired it to fuch a Degree, 
that he would often onthe Sudden, and after- 
wards on the Bexch,reſolve very hard Queſtions, 
which had puzled the beſt Accomprants abour 
Town. He reſted not here, byt Studied the 

B 4 . Algebra 
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A'gebra both Specioſa and Nameroſa, and went 
through all the other Mathematical Sciences, 
and made a great ColleCtion of very excellent 
Initruments, ſparing no coſt to have them as 
exat, as Art- could make them. - He was alſo 
very Converſant in Philoſophical Learning, and 
in all the curious Experiments, and rare Dif- 
covgries of this Age: And had the new Books 
Written on thoſe SubjeQs ſent him from all 
Parts, which he both read and examined ſo Cri- 
tically. that if the' Principles and Hypotheſes 
which he took firft up, did any way prepoſleſs 
him, yet thoſe who have differed moſt from 
him, have acknowledged, that in-what he has 
writ concerning the Torricellian Experiment, 
| and of the RareftaQtion and Condenſation of the 
Air; he ſhews as great an ExaQneſs, and as 
much Subtilty -1n--the Reaſoning he builds on 
them, as thoſe-Principles to which he adhered 
could bear. Butindeed it will ſeem ſcarce Cre- 
dible, that a Man fo much imployed, and of 
ſo ſevere a temper of 'Mind, could find leiſure 
to Read, Obſerve and Write fo mach of theſe 
Subjects as he did; © He called them his Diver- 
tions, for he ofreh-ſaid when he'was weary with 
rhe Study of the Law, or Diviniry, heuſed to 
Recreate himſelf with Phi/of- phy or the Mathe- 
matichs; Tothelehe added great skill in Phy. 
ſick, Anatomy,and Chirargery : And he uſed roſay 
nn Maz cou'd be abſolutely Miiter in any Profeſſion, 
without havino- ſome ill in other Sciences; for 


beſides 
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beſides the SatisfaQtion he had in the knowledge 
of theſe things, he made uſe of them often in 
his Imployments. In ſome Examinations he 
would put fuch Queſtions to Phyſicians or Chi- 
mor geons,' that they have profeſled the Co{lege 
f Phyſicians could not do it more ExaQly ; 
y which he diſcovered great Judgment, as 
well as much Knowledge in theſe things: And 
in his Sickneſs he uſed ro Argue with his 
Dofors about his Diftempers, and the Methods 
they took with them, like one of their own 
Profeſfion ;- which one of them told me he 
thderſtood, as far as Speculation withour Pra- 
#icecould carry him. 


To this headded great Searches into Ancient 


Hiftory, and particularly ivto the rougheſt and 
leaſt delightful art of it, Chronology. He was 
well acquainted with the Ancient Greek Philo. 
ſophers, but want of occaſion to uſe ir, wore 
out his Knowledge of the Greek Tongue; #1 
though he never Studied the Hebrew Tongue, 
de his great Converſation with Seldew, he 
derſtood rhe moſt curious things in the 
Rabbinical Learning. * 
-- But abovealltheſe, he ſeemed to have made 
the Study of Divinity the chief of all others, 
to which he not only dire&ted every thing elſe, 
but alſo arrived at that pftch in it, that thoſe 
who have read, what he, has Written on theſe 
SudjeRs, will think, they muſt have had moſt 
of his Time and Thoughts. It may ſeem Ex- 
Wii; | travagant 
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travagant, and almoſt Incredible, that oneman 
in no great Compaſs of years, ſhould have ac- 
quired ſuch a variety of Knowledge; and that 
19 Sciences that require much Leiſure and Ap- 
plication. But as his Parts werequick, and his 
Apprehenſons lively, his Memory great, and 
his Judgment ſtrong; © his Ind was al- 
molt 1 igable, Heroſealways betimes ig 
the Morning, was never idle, ſcarce ever held 
any diſcourie about News, except with ſome 
few in whom he confided entirely. He entered 
into no Correſpondence by Letters except 
about neceſſary Buſineſs, or matters of Leapy- 
ng, and ſpent very little time in Eating or 
Drinki ing; for as he never weat to publick 
Feaſts fo he gave no Entertainmeats but to 
the Poor ; for he followed our Sawioar's. di- 


reftion (of feaſting none hut theſe) literally : 
And in Eating Qrinking, be obſerved not ' 
t Plaianeſs and M tion, butlived 


onl 

ſo Þ slofophically, that he always ended his 
Meal, with an Appetite : So that he loſt little 
time at it; (that being the only Portion which 
he grudged himſelf) and was diſpoſed to any 
Exerciſe of his ming, yo which he thought fit 
10 apply himſelf, immediately after he had 
Dined : By theſe means ined much time, 
that is otherwiſe uaprotitably waſted. 


He had alſo an admirab uality in the 
temper of his mind,whichdi un forwhat- 
Ever Studies he thought fit to turn himſelf to; 

: And 
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to.chan diſtraQ him from 
When he was called to 
Wars bro 


and ſome very uneaſic things which he Is 
for many years, djd rather engage him 


the Bar, and began 


to make a gee iothe World, the late unha 
e out, 40 which it was no 


ing, for a Manto preſerve his Integrity, and 


tw live Spcure 


fres from great Danger and 


ly, 
trouble. He fad read the Life of Pomponius 
Atticus, Writ by Nepos, and having obſerved, 


at he had 


z 


ed through time of as much 


iſtraQtion, as ever was in any Age or State , 


from the Wars of Marine 
ginnings of Avgs/Fas his 


and Sylls, to the be- 


Reign, without the 


| Non on his Reputation, god foe from 
an derable Danger, being in | 
Blleem by all P rtic: anus Irene 
&d by them: He fet him as a Pattern to him- 
ell, and obſeryiag that belies thoſe Virtues 


which are acceſſary toall Men, and atalltimes, 
there were two cungs that chiefly preſerved 
is engaging in no Fation, 


Atticss, the one was 


ind wegling in mo publick Buſineſs, the other 
was his conitext favouring yr relieving thoſe 
thet were laneft, which was aſcribed by tuch as 


prevailed to the Generoſity of his Temper, and 


procured him much Kindageſs from thoſe on 
whom he had exerciſed his Bounty, when it 
came ta their turn to Govern: He reſolved to 


guide bimſelf by thoſe R 
pollible for him to do. = 


ules as much as was 


He 


=y T7 SY, ras 
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'He nor only avoided all puBtick Imploy- 
ment, but the very talkin of News, and 
was always both Favourable' ahd' Charitable 
ro thofe who were Yepreſt, and*wAs fure never 
ro provoke any'it! particular, by cenſuring or 
reflecting on their AQtisns,' for, many that 
have Converſed” much with Him, have told 
me rhey never heard him once ſpeak ill of any 

Perfon. h | = | 
He was imployed in his praftice. by all 
the' King's party : He was afſigned Councel to 
the Er of Strafford, and Arch-Biſhop Laud, 
andafterwards torheBlefledKzz2 himſelf, when 
bronght roche infamous Pageantry of a Mock- 
Fryal, and offered to plead for'him with all 
the Courage, thar fo Glorious a Caliſe ought to 
have infpired him with, but was not ſuffered to 
. appear, becauſe the K7rg refuſing, as, he had 
obod Reafon, to ſubmir ro eM#& Court, 'it was 
pretended none could be admitted to ſpeak for 
him. He wasalfo Councel for the” Dake of Ha- 
milton, the Earl of Holland, 'and the Lord Ca- 
pet: His Plea'for the former of theſe T have 


publifhed in the Memotrs of that *Date's Life. 


Afterwards alſo being Councelfor”the' Loyd 
(raven, he pleaded with that force: of Argu- 
ment, that the raen pony General,  threat- 
n:d him for appearing againlt the Government; 


ro whom he anſwered, He was Pleading in de-" 


ſenc? of thoſe Laws, which they declared they would 


mi,jtain and preſerve, and he was doing his duty 
io 


i\ 
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Was no els Prin ent. than 

ing the danget be times..Far he,dzd often 

S:paſiee,con le umms in the hands of 2 
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# bis Client, ſo. that he was noz to be deunted with 
ctwings 
Upor Ul chefs decations he fad diſcharge 

iiaſe with ſo mych Learning, Fidekiex, as = 
Tora E Bip caine to be coperally umploy- 
ed for all or was he fatishedto ap- 


| for. pooch ies Ne Deke ence in the way, of his 
Fi, ut, he allo. relieve [hem often 1 To 


cir N ties 3 zhich h X way that 
F FIT e, conſider- 


Worthy 


| 30G , Ki $Party, who 
knew their Neceſſities 0 4 HPSr Diſtri- 


bute his Charity according tohis own Diſcreti- 
oh, without lt thr ering, them know, .trom 
whence it came,or giving imſclf any Account 
to whom he h d g1VEN it, 
| Cromnell, ſecin Sa Neft of ſo much Pra- 
Qice, COS one of the Emineateſi Men 
of the Law, Ws, was nct at all afraid of doing 
his duty in hole Critical times, reſolved torake 
him » BS, it, and raiſe him.to the Beach, 

fa aW, well enough the Snare Taid for 
Sie” [1 opg e did not much conſider the 
bo, 0a it would be to himſelf, to Exchavge 


the cafic and fafer, profits he had by his Pra- 


Qice, for a "Tudge S place in the, Common-Pleas, 
Which he was required to accept of, yet he did 
deliberate more on the Lawfulneſs ot taking a 
Commiſſion from Uſurpers ; but baving on ;f1- 

ed 
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dered well of this, he came to be of Opinion, 
that it being abſolutely neceſſary, to have Jeitice 
and Property kept up as all times: It was to Sin 
#0 take « (ommiſſion from Uſurpers, if he made xo 
Declaration of his ack ing rhetr: , 
which he never did: Ne was much wutged to 
Accept of it by ſome Eminent Men of his own 
Profeffion, who were of the K/ags Party, as 
Sir Orlsndo Bridgman, and Sir Geoffery Palmer, 
and was alſo ſatisfied concerai kiwfalneſs 
of it, by the Reſolution of ſome farnots Divenes, 
in particular Dr. Sheldon, and Dr. Henchmas, 
who were: afterwards promoted to the Secs of 
Canterbury and Londos. | 

To theſe were added the importunities of all 
his Frieads, who thought chat in a time of {6 
much Danger and Oppreffion, it might be no 
fmall Security to the Nation, to have a Man 
of his Integrity and Abilities on the Bench : And 
the Ufurpers themſelves held hin in thar Efi- 
mation, that they were glad to have him give 
a Countenance to their Courts, and by pro- 
 moting one that was known to have differerit 
Principles fram them, affeAed. the Reputation 
of honouring and trafting Men of Eminent 
Virtues, of whatrperſwafion ſoever they might 
be, in relarion to publick Matters. 

But he had greater Scruples concerning the 
proceeding againſt Felons, and putring Offen- 
ders to Death by that Commiſſion, ſince he 
thought the Sword of Juſtice belonging only W 

rivhe 
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Str Matthew Hale. 21 
tight ? the lawful Prince, it _ not war» 
nntable to proceed to a Capital Sentence b 
an Authority derived from Uſurpers ; yer - 
firlt he made diftintion between common and 
7 Felonies, and offences againft ' che 
Sate, for the laſt he would never meddie in 
them; for he thought theſe might be often 
kgal and warrantable AQions, and'that the 
parting men to Death on chat account was 
urder ; but for the ordinary Felonies,” he at 
firſt was of Opinion that it was as neceſſary 
een in timeeef hay, wg to Execute Juſtice 
in thoſe caſes, as in the matters of property ; 
But after the K;jz#g was Murthered, he laid by 
all his Colle&ions of the Pleas of the (rown, 
and that they might not fall into ill hands, he 
hid them behind the ly woa9y te his Study, 


H— 


for he ſaid there was no more occaſion to uſe them, 
till the Kjng ow” be ag ain reſtored to his Right, 
and fo upon his Majzity's Reſtauration he took 
them our, and wear on in his deſign to perfe&t 
that great Work. wu 

Yet for ſome time after he was made a Fudge, 
when he went the Circuit, he did fit on the 
Crown Side, and Judged Criminals: But ha- 
ving conſidered farther of it, hecame to think 
that it was at leaſt better not to doit ; and fo 
after the Second or Third Circuit, he refuſed to 
fit any more on th: Crowa Side, and told 
plainly the reaſon, for in matters of Blood, he 


was always to chooſe the ſafer Side : _ we 
YT 
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deed. he had ſo carried himſelf in ſome Tryals, 
that they were not tnwilling he ſhould with- 
draw from medling farther in them, of which 

I ſhall give Fong ADA. og 
Nox long after he was made a J»dge, which 
was in the year 1653, when he went the Cir- 
cuit,a Tryal was brought before him at' Lincoln, 
concerning the Murder of one of the Townſ- 
men, who had been of the Kzzg's Party, and 
was killed by a Soldier of the Garriſoz there, He 
was in the Fields with a Fowling-piece on his 
Shoulder, which the Soldier ſeeing, he came to 
himand ſaid,It was contrary to an Order which 
the ProtefFor had made, That none who had been 
of the King's Party ſbould carry Arms, and ſo he 
would have forced it from him : But as the 
other did nor. regard the Order , fo being 
{ſtronger than the Soldier, he threw him down, 
and having beat him, he left him; The Soldier 
went into the Town, and tolg one of his Fel- 
low-Soldiers how he had been'uſed, and got 
him to go with him,and lie in wait for the Man 
that he might be revenged on him. They both 
watched his coming to Town, and one of them 
weat to him to demand his Gun, which he re- 
ſuſing, the Soldier ſtruck at him, and as they 
were ſtrugling, the other came behind, and 
ran his Sword into his Body, of which he pre- 
ſeatly died. It was in the time of the Aſſizes, 
ſo they were both Tried: Againſt the one there 
was no Evidence of forethought Felony, fo he 
was 
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Was only found guilty of Maan-Slaughter, and 


Burat in the Hand; but the other was found 


guilty of Murder: And though Colonel Wha- 
y that Commanded the Garriſon, came into 
the Court and urged, That the Man was K;jlled 
only for diſobeying the Pr teftors Orders, and that 
the Soldier was but aving his Duty; yet the 
Jadge regarded both his Reaſons and Chreat- 
nings very little, and therefore he not only gaye 


'Sentence againſt him, but ordered the Execu. 


tion to be ſo ſuddenly done, that it might not 


| be poſſible to procure a Reprieve, which he 


believed would have been obtained, if there 
had been time enough granted for ir. 

Another occaſion was given him of ſhewing 
both his Juſtice and Courage, wien he was in 
another Circuit ; - he underſtood that the Prc« 
teffor had ordered a J#ry to be returned for a 
Tryal in which he was more than ordinarily 
concerned; upon this information, he Examined 
the Shersf about it, who knew nothing of it, 
for he ſaid he referrcd all ſuch things to the un- 
der-Sheriff, and having next asked the under- 
Sheriff concerning it, he found the Fary had 
been returned by order from Cromwe!!, Upon 
which he ſhewed the Statute, that all Jurzes 
ought to be returned by the Sheriff or his law- 
ful Officer; And this not being done according 


"to Law, hediſmiſſed th: Jury, and would not 


try the Cauſe : Upon witch the PretzAor was 
bighly diſpleaſed with him, and at his return 
C from 
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from the Circuit, he rold him in Anger he wes 
not fit to be « Juage, to which all the Anſwet 
he made was, That it was wery trac. 

Another thing met him in the Circuit, upon 
which he reſolved to have proceeded feverely : 
Some Aznabaptitshadruſhed into a Church, and 


had diſturbed a Congregation, while they were - 


receiving the Sacrament, not withour ſome Vio- 
lence. At this he was highly offended, for he 
faid it was intolerable for Men, who pretended ſq 
highly to liberty of Conſcience, to go and diftarb 
others; Eſpecially thoſe who had the Incouragement 
of the Law on their ſide: But theſe wer th ſup- 
ported by ſome great Magi#rates and Officers, 
that a ſtop was put to his proceedings; upon 
which he declared, he would meddle no more 

with the Tryals on the Crows fide. 

When p, 

there was a ſpecial Meſſenger ſent to him re- 
quiring him to aſſiſt at ir. Ir was in Vacation 
time, and he was at his Country-Houſeat Alaer- 
ty: He plainly refuſed to go, and ſaid, rhe four 
Terms, andtno (ircuits, were enough, and the lit- 
the Interva! thit was between, was little enouph 
for their private affairs, and ſo he excuſed him- 
ſelf; he thought it was not neceſſary to ſpeak 
- More clcarly, butif he had been urgedto ir, he 
would not have bcea affraid of doing it. 
He wes at that time choſen a Parliament-Man, 
(for there being then no Houſeof Lords, Jeages 
mizht have been choſen to fit in the Houle of 
Commons) 


enruddock's Tryal was brought on, 
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Commons) and he weat to it, on defign toob- 
ſtrut the Mad and Wicked projets, then on 
foot, by two parties, that had very different 
Principles and ends. 

' On the one hand, ſome that were perhaps 
more ſincere, yet were really Brain-fick, deſign- 
ed they knew not what, being reſolved to pull 
down a Standing Miniftery, the Law, and proper« 
ty of Exg/axa, and all the Ancient Rules of this 
Government, and ſer up in its room an 114;- 
refted Enthuſieſtical Scheme, which they called 
the Kingdom of Chri#, or of his Saints; many 
of them being really in expetationgthat one day 
or another Chriſt would come down, and fir 
among them, and at leaſt they thoughr ro be- 

the Gloriows Thouſand Tears, mentioned in 
Revelation. 
. Others at the ſame time, taking advantages 
from the Fears and Apprehenſions, that a'l the 
| Hfober Mcn of the Nation were in, lealt they 
ſhould fall under the Tyranny of a diſtracted 
fort of People, who to allcheir other ill Princi- 
ples, added greet Craelty, which they had Co- | 
ied from thoſe at Munſter in the former Age, ; 
nded to improve that opportunity to raile 
their own Fortunesand Families. Amiditrheſe, 
Tadee Hale ſteered a middle Courle; for as he 
would engage for neither (ide, ſo he with a 
great many more Worthy Men came to Parli« 
&vents, more out of a delign to hinder M:ſchirf, 
than to do much Good ; _ foreſeeing, . char 
{op 2 the 


p_— 


mn nn at toon re rt - 


——_ 


26 The Life and Death of 


the Inclinations for the Royal Family were daily 
growing ſo much, that in time the diſorders 
then in Agitation,would ferment to that happy 
Reſolution,. in which they determined in May, 
1660. And therefore all that could be then 
done, was to oppoſe the ill deſigns of both 
Parties, the Enthuſiaits as well as the Uſurpers. 
Among, the other extravagant Motions made 
in this Parliament, 'one was, To deZroy all the 
Records in the Tower, and to ſettle the Nation 
on a New Foundation ; Sohe took this-Province 
to himſelf to ſhew the Madneſs of this Propo- 
ſition, the Inju#ice of it, and the Miſchiefs that 
would follow on it, and did it with ſuch Clear- 
neſs, and ſtrength of Reaſon, as not only ſatis- 
fied all ſober Perſons (for it may be ſuppoſed 
that was ſoon done) bur ſtopt even the Mouths 
of the frantick People themſelves. 

Thus he continucd adminiſtering Juſtice till 
the Protefor died, but then he both refuſed the 
Mournings that were ſent to him and his Ser- 
vants for the Funeral, and likewiſe to accept of 
the New Commiſſion that was offered him by 
Richard, and when the reſt of the Judges urged 
it upon him, and imployed others to preſs him 
ro accept of it, he rejected all their Importuni-, 
ties, and faid, He conld AF? no longer under ſuch 
£mthority. 

He lived a private Man till the Parliament 
met that called home the Kzzg, to which 
he was returned Knight of the Shire from the 


County 
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County of Gloceſter. -It appeared at that time 
how much he was beloved and Eſteemed in his 
Neighbourhood, for though another who ſtood 
in Competition with him had ſpent near a 
Thouſand pounds to procure Voices, a great 
Summ to be imployed that way in thoſe days, 
and he had been at nocoſt, and was ſo far from 
ſoliciting it, that he had ſtood our long againſt 
thoſe who preſs'd him to appear, and he did 
not promile to appear ti}l Three days beforerhe 
Election,yet he was preferred. He was brought 
thither almoſt by Violence, by rhe Lord (now 
Earl of) Berkel y, who bore all che Charge of 
the Entertainments on the day of his Election, 
which was.conſiderable, and had engaged all 
his Friends and Intereſt for him : and whereas 
by the Writ, the Knight of a Shire muſt be M;- 
les glalio cixfius, and he had no Sword, that 
Noble Lord girt himwith his ownSword during 
the Eleftion, but he was ſoon weary of-it, for 
the Imbroidery of the Belt did not ſute well 
with the plainneſs of his Clothes : and indced 
the EleQtion did not hoid long, for as ſoon as 


ever he came into the Field, he was choſen by: 


much the greater Number, though the Poll 
continued for three or four days. 

In that Parliament he bore his ſhare, in the 
happy period then put to the Confuſions that 
threarned the utter Ruin of the Nation, which 
contrary to the ExpeQations of the molt San- 
guine, ſcrled in fo ſercne and quiet a manner, 
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that thoſe who had formerly built ſo much on 
their Succeſs, calling it an .4*/wer from Hea- 
ven to their ſolemn Appeals, to the Providence 
of God, werenow not a little Confounded, to 
ſee all this turned againſt themſelves, 1a an in- 
france much more extraordinary than any of 
thoſe were, upon which they had built ſo much. 
His great Prudence and Excellent Temper led 
him to think, that the ſooner an Attof Indem- 
nity were paſſed, and thefuller it were of Gra- 
ces and Favours, it would ſooner ſettle the Na- 
tion, and quiet the minds of - the People ; and 
therefore he applied himſelf with a particular 
care to the framing. and carrying it on: In 
which it was viſible he had no concern of his 
own, but merely his love of the Publick that 
ſet him on to it. | : | 

\ Soon after this, when the Courts in Weft- 
minſter Hall came to be fettled, he was made 
Lrrd Chief Baron; and when the Ear! of Cla- 
rendon (then Lord Chancellor) delivered him his 
Commiſſion in the Speech he made according 
70 the Cuſtom on ſuch Occaſions, he expreſſed 
his F/e:mz of him in a very ſingular manner, 
telling him among other things,that if the King 
c nid have fornd cut an honeſter and fitter Man for 
that Employment, he rould not have advanced him 
r2it ; and that be had therefore preferred him, 
br cavfe he krew none that deſerved it ſo well. 1t 


CE 
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ted, but ne dgelired to avoid having that Ho- 
nour 


—_ n= a6 « a4 wa” = had: Po Fw! 


"— "WW . _— L 


- with fingular Juſtice. It was obſerve 


—_— 


Sir Matthew Hale. 29 


— — 


pour done him, and therefore for a conſidera- 
ble time declined all opportunities of waiting 
on the King, which the Lord Chancellor obſer« 
ving, ſent for him upon Buſineſs one day, when 
the Xing was at his Houle, and told His Maj:/ly 
there was his modeſt Chzef Baron, upon which, 
he was unexpeRtecly Knighted. 

He continued Eleyen years in that place, Ma- 
naging the Court, and all Proceedings in it, 

: by che 
whole Nation, how much he railed the Repu- 
tation and Practice of it: And thoſe who held 
Places, and Offices in it, can all declare, not 
only the Impartiality of his Juſtice, for that is 
but a common Virtue, but his Generolity, his 
vaſt Diligence, and his great exaQneſs in Try- 
als. This gave occaſion tothe only Complaint 
that ever was made of him, That he did wit 
diſpatch Matters quick enough ; but the great 
carc he uſed, to put Suits to a final End, as it 
made him ſlower in deciding them 3 fo it had 
this good Effet, that Caulcs tryed betore him, 
were ſeldom if ever tryed again. _ 

Nor did his Adminiſtration of Juſtice lie only 
1n that Court: He was one ot the principal 
Tadges that fate in Cl:fords-Inn, about ſettling 
the difference between Landlord and Tenant, 
after the Dreadful Fire of London. He being 
the firſt that offered his Service to the Cty, for 
accommodating all the differences that might 
have ariſen about the Rebuilding it, in which 
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he behaved himſelf to the fatisfation of all Per. 
ſons concerned ; So that the ſuddain and quier 
Building of the Czty, which is juſtly to be 
Reckoned one of the Wonders of the Ape, is in 
no ſmall Meaſure due to the great care, which 


he and Sir Or/ando Bri/geman, (then Lord (hief 


Fuſtice of the Commen- Pleas, afterwards Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England) uſed, and 
to the Judgment they ſhewed in that Afﬀair : 
ſince without the Rules then laid down, there 
might have otherwiſe followed ſuch an endleſs 
train of vexatious Suits, as might have been 
little leſs chargeable than the Fire it ſelf had 
been. But without detrating from the La- 
bours of the other Jadges, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged that he was the moſt inſtrumental in 
- that great Work ; for he firſt by way of Scheme, 
contrived the Rules upon which he and the reſt 
procceded afterwards ; in which his readineſsat 
Arithmetick, and his $kill in Archite&gare, were 
of great uſe to him. 

But it will not ſeem ſtrange that a J«4pe be. 
haved himſclt as he did, who at the Entry into 
his Employment, fer ſuch excellent Rules to 
himfelf, which will appear in the following 
Faper, Cop.ed from the Original under his 
own hand, p24” = Corrs 
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Things Neceſlary to be Continually had 


in Remembrance. 


I. That in the Adminiitration of Juſtice, I am 
zntruſted for God, the Kjng and Country ;, and 
therefore, 

II. 7 hat it be done, 1. Uprightly, 2. Deliberate- 

. h, 4. Reſolutehy. 

Hl. That I reit nt upon my own Underſtanding or 

' Strength, but Implore and reſt upon the Dire- 
ion and Strergth of God. 

IV. That in the Execution of Juſtice, I carefully 
lay aſid: my own' Paſſions, and not give way 80 
them, however provoked. | 

V. That I be wholly intent upon the Buſineſs I am 
about, remitting all other Cares and Thoughts, 
45 wnſeaſonable and Interruptions. 

VI. That [ ſuffer not my ſelf to be prepoſſeſſed with 
any Fudement at all, till the whale Buſineſs and 
both Parties be heard. 

VII. That I never engage my ſelf in the beginning 
of” any Cauſe, but reſerve my ſelf unprejudiced 
till the whole be heard. 

VIII. Tat tn Buſineſs Capital, though my Nature 
prompt me to Pity ; yet to conſider, that there 
is allo a Pity du: to the Country. 

IX, That I be not too Rigid in Matters purely 
rg ren where all the harm is Diverfity 
o mept, 
| Jus a X. That 
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X. That T be not biaſſed with Compaſſion to the 
Poor, or Favour tothe Rich, in point of T#ſtice. 

XI. That Popular, or Court Applauſe, or DiRafte, 
hve no Influence into any thing 1 do in point of 
Diſtribution of Juſtice. 

XIE. Not to be folicitous what Mex will ſay or 
think, fo long as T keep my ſelf exaitly agcord- 
ing to the Rule of Juſtice. 4 

XIII. If in Criminals it be « meaſuring Caſt, 
to inclins to Mercy and Acquittal, 

X[V. In Criminals that conſiſt merely in words, 
when no more harm enſues, Moderation is no 
Injuſtice. 

XV. In Criminals of Blood, if the Fat be Ev. 
dent, Severity is Fuſtice. 

XVI. To abhor all private Solicitations, of what 
kind ſoever, and by mhomſoever, in matters 
Depen1ing. 

XVII. To charge my Servants, 1. Not to inter- 
poſe in any Buſineſs whatſoever, 2. Not totate 
more thin their known Fees, 3. Not to give 
any andue precedence to Cauſes, 4, Not to re 
commend Conncel. 

XVIIL. To be ſhort and {paring at Meals, that I 
may be the fitter far Buſineſs. 


He would never receive private Adareſſes or 
Recommenditi11s from the greateſt Perſons in 
any matter, in which Je#:ce was Concerned. 
Cc of the firſt Peers of Exg/and went once to 
iis Ciramber and told him, that having 4 Suit 

in 
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is Law to be tried before him, he was then to ac- 
quaint him with it, that be might the better un- 
derſfland it , when it jhould come to be heard in 
Court, Upon which the Loxd Chief Baros in- 
terrupted him, and ſaid he did not aeal fairly ta 
tome to his Chamber about ſuch Affairs, for he 
wever recesved any Information of Canſes but in 
open Court, where both Parties were to be heard 
alike ; fo he would not ſuffer him to go on : 


Whereupen his Grace (for he was a Duke) 


went away not a little diſfatisfied, and com- 
plained of it to the King, as a Raaereſs that 
was not to be endured. But his Majeſty bid 
him content himſelf that be was no worſe uſed, 
and ſaid, he werily believed he would have uſed 
himſelf no better, if. he had gone to ſolicite him 
in any of his own Cauſes. a4 8 
Another paſſage tell out in qne of his Cir- 
cuits, which was ſomewhat cenſured as an Af- 
fetation of an unreaſonable ftritneſs, but it 
flowed from his ExaQnelſs to the Rules he had 
ſet himſelf : A Gentleman had ſent him a Buck 
for his Table, that had a Trial at the 4ſizes ; 
ſo when he heard his Name, he asked f he was 
wot the ſame Perſon that had ſent him Veniſon, 
and finding he was the ſame, he told him, he 
could not ſuffer the Trial togo on, till he had paid 
him for bis Back ; to which the Gentleman an- 
ſwered, that he never ſold his Veniſon, and that 
he had done nothing to him, which he aid not ao 
fo every Twlge that had gone that Cirexit ; which 
% I | | was 
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was confirmed by ſeveral Gentlemen then pre- 
ſeat : but all would nor do, for the Lord (bief 
Bron had learned from Solomon, that z gift per- 
wverteth the ways of Judgment, and therefore he 
' would not ſuffer the Trial to go on, till he had 
paid for the Preſent ;- upon which the Gentle- 
man withdrew the Record : and at Salisbwury the 
Dew and Chapter having according to the Cu- 
ſtom preſented him with {ix Sugar-Loaves ig 
his Circuit, he made his Servants pay for the 
Sugar before he would try th-ir Cauſe. 

It wasnot ſo ealie for him tothrow off the im- 
portunittes of the Poor, for whom his Compaſ- 
92 wrought more powerfully than his regard 
to Wealth and Greatneſs, yet when Juſtice was 
cancerned, even that did not turn him out of 
the way. There was one that had been put out 
of a place for ſome il! behaviour, who urged the 
Lord Chief Baron to ſet his Hand to a Certificate, 
to reftore him to it, or provide him with another : 
But he told him plainly his Fa«lt was ſuck thit 
be cou'd not do it ; the other preſſed him vehe- 
mently, and fell down on his knees, and begged 
it of him with many Tears ; but finding that 
could not preyail, he faid he ſbowld be utterly 
Ruined if he did it wt ; and he ſhould Carſe him 
for #t every day. But that having no EffeCt, 
then he tcll out into all rhe reproachfyl Wards 
r11at Paſſion and Deſpair could inſpire him with: 
to which, all the Anſwer the Lord Chief Baron 
mage, was, tht he con'd w2ry well bear all his 
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Reproacnes, but he could not for all that ſet his 
hand to his Certificate. Heſaw he wasPoor, fo 
he gave hima large Charity and ſent him away. 

But now he was to go on after his Pattern, 
Pomponius Atticus, (till to favour and relieve 
them that were loweſt ; So beſides great Chari- 
ties to the Nonconformi#s, who were then as he 
thought too hardly ufed, he took great care to 
cover them all he could, from the S:verities ſome 
deſigned againſt them, and diſcouraged thoſe 
who were inclined to [trexch the Laws too 
much agaialt them : He lamented the diftzren- 
ces that were raiſed in this Church very much, 
and according to the Impartiality of his Ju- 
ſtice, he blamed ſome things on both ſides, 
which I ſhall ſer down with the ſame freedom 
that he ſpake them. He thought many of the 
tr rag had merited highly ia the Buſi- 
neſs of the King's Re#auration, and at lealt 
deſerved that the terms of Conformity ſhould not 
have been made ſtrifer than they were before 
the War. There was not then that dreadful 
proſpett of Pop , that has appeared (ince: But 
that which a ied him moſt was, that he ſaw 
the Heets and (ontentions which followed upon 
thoſe different Parties and IntereZts, did take Peo- 
ple off trom the In4iſpenſab/e things of Religion 
and ſJackned the Z-a/of other ways Good Men 
for the ſubſtance of ir, ſo much being fpeat 
about External and Indifferens things, It alſo 
gave adyantages to Atheiſts, to treat the -_ 
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Satred Points of our holy Faith, as Riditulons, 
when they ſaw the Profeſſors of ir contend, fo 
fiercely, and with ſuch bitterneſs about lefer 
Matters: He was much offended ar all thoſe 
Books that were written; to expoſe tlie contrary 
Seft to the ſcorn and contempt of the Ape ina 
wanton and petulant Sryle; He thought ſuch 
Writers wounded the Chriftia»yReligion,through 
the ſides of thoſe who differed from them : 


While a ſort of lewd People, who having af * 


ſumed to themſelves the Title of the Wits 
(though but a very few of them have a rightto 
it) took up from both hands, what they had 
faid, to make one another ſhew Ridiculous, and 
. from thence perſwaded the World to laugh at 
both, and at all Religion for their ſakes. And 
therefore he often wiſhed there might be ſome 
Law, to makeall Scarrility or Bitterneſs in Dil: 
utes about Religion Puniſbible. But as he 
Lmgated the proceedingstoo rigorouſly againff 
the Nonconformiits, 1o he declared himſelf al- 
ways of the fide of the Charch of England, and 
{aid thoſe of the Separation wege good Men, but 
they had »arrow Sow!/s, who would break the 
Peace of the Church about ſuch i#confiderable 
Matters, as the points in difference were: 

He ſcarce ever meddled in State Intrigues, yet 
upon a Propoſition thar was ſet on foot by the 
Lord Keeper Bridgeman, fora C ontihenies of 
the more moderate Diflenters, and a /zmited 
Indu/gence towards ſuch as could not be brought 
within 
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within the Comprehenſion, he diſpenſed with 
his Maxime, of avoiding toengage 1s Matters of 
Stare. There were ſeveral Meetings upon that 
occaſion. The Divine of the Church of Exz- 
lend that appeared moſt conſiderably for it, was 
Doftor Wilkins, afterwards promoted to the 
Biſhoprick of Che#:r, a Man of as great a Mind, 
as true a Judgment, asemnnent Virtues, and of 
as gooda Soul, as any Iever knew, He being: 
determined as well by his excellent temper, as 
by his Forefight and Prudence, by which he 
early perceived the great Prejudices that Reli- 
gion received, and the vaſt Dangets the Refor- 
mation was hke to fall nnder by thoſe Diviſions ; 
ſer about that projet with the Magnanimity 
that was indeed peculiar to himfelf, tor though 
he was much Cenſured by many of hisown 
ſide, and feconded by very few, yet he puſhed 
it as far as he could : After ſeveral Conferences 
with rwo of the Eminenteſt of the- Presbyterian 
Divines, Heads were agrted on, ſome Abate- 
ments were to be made, and Explanations were 
ro be accepted of. The particulars of thar 
projett being thus concerted, they were brought 
tothe Lord Chief Baron, who put them in form 
of a Bill, to be preſente1 to the next Seflion of 
Parhiameat. 

Bur rwo Parties appeared vigorouſly againſt 
this Deſign, the one was of ſome zealous Cler- 
gymen, who thought it below the Dignrey of 


the Church to z/er Laws, and charge Sertle- 
| Mcnts 
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ments for the ſake of ſome whom they Eſteem- 
ed Schiſmaticks: They allo believed, it was bet- 
+ ter to keep them out of the Church, than ri 
them into it, ſince a Faf#ion upon that woul 
ariſe in the Church,which they thought might 
be more Daxgeross than the Schiſms it ſelf was, 
Beſides they ſaid, if ſome things were now to 
be changed in compliance wirh the humour of 
a Party as ſoon as that was done, another P 
might demand other Conceſſions,and there might 
beas goodReaſons invented for theſe as forthoſe: 
Many ſuch Conceſſions might alſo ſhake thoſe 
of our own Communion, and tempt them to 
forſake us, and go over to the Church of Rome, 
pretending that we changed ſo often, that they 
were thereby inclined to be of a Church that 
was conſtant and true to her ſelf. 'Thele were 


the'Reaſons brought, and chiefly inſiſted on a« 


gainſt all Comprehenſion; and they wrought up- 
on the greater part of the Houſe of Commons, 
{o that they paſſed a Vote againſt the receiving 
of any Bill for that EffeR. 

There were others that oppoſed it upon ve- 
ry different ends : They deſigned to ſhelter the 
Papiſts from the Execution of the Law, and 
law clearly that nothing could bring in Popery 
ſo well as a Toleration. But to tolerate Popery 
| bare-faced, would have ſtartled the Nation too 
much; ſo it was Neceſſary to hinder all the 
Propoſirions for Union, ſince the keeping up 
the Differerc :5 was the beſt Colour they _ 

na, 
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find, for getting the Toleration to pals only as 


a ſlackning the Laws againſt Difſenters, whoſe 
Numbers and Wealth made itadviſcablejro have 
ſome regard to them; and under this pretence 
Popery might have crept in more covered, and 
leſs regarded: So thele Councels being more 
acceptable to ſome concealed Papi/ts then in great 
Power, as has ſince appeared but roo Evidently, 
the whole Projet for Comprehenſion was let fall, 
and thoſe who had ſet it on foot, came to be 
looked on with an ill Eye, as ſecret Favorrers 
of the Diflenters, VUnderminers of the Church, 
and every thing elſe that Jealouſic and diſtaſte 
could caſt on them. | 

But uponthis occaſion the Lord Chief Baron, 
and Dr. Wilkins, came to contract a tirm and 


familiar Friendſhip ; and the Lord Chief Baron 


having much Buſineſs, and little time to ſpare, 
did to enjoy the other the more, what he had 
ſcarce ever done before, he went fometimes ro 
Dine with him. And though he lived in great 
Frendſhip with ſome other eminent Clergy- 
Men, as Dr. Ward, Biſhop of Szlisbury; Dr. 
Barlow, Biſhop of Lincoln; Dr. Barrow, late 
Maſter of Trinity College; Dr. T:Ucrfon, Dean 
of Canterbury ; and Dr. Stilli'ngfliet, Dean of 
St. Pau/s, (Men fo well known and fo much E- 
ſteemed,that as it was no wonder the Loyd Chief 
Baron valued their Converſation highly, ſo thoſe 
of them that are yet alive will think it no lef> 
ſening, of the CharaQter they are fo detervedly 
D . 


in, 
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in, That they are reckoned among Fade Hales's 
Friends)yet there was an intimacy and freedom 
in his converſe with Biſhop Wilkins that was 
fiogular to him alone. He had Yuring the late 
Wars,lived ina long and entire Friendſhip with 
the Apoſtolical Primate of Ire/and,Biſhop Uſber: 
T heir curious ſearches into Antiquity, and the 
Sympathy of both their Tempers led them toa 
eat Agreement almoſt in every thing. He 
eld alſo great Converſation with Mr.Baxter, 
who was his Neighbour at A#oz, on whom he 
looked as a Perſon of great Devotion and Piery, 
and of a very ſubtile and quick Appreheoſion : 
their Converſation lay moſt in Metaphyſical and 
Abſtratted Ideas and Schemes. 

e looked with great Sorraw onthe Impiet 
and Atheiſm of the Age, and ſo he fet himſe 
to oppoſe it, not only by the ſhining Example 
of his own Life, but by engaging 1n a Cauſe, 
that indeed could hardly fall into better hands : 
- And as he could not find a Subject more worthy 

of himſelf, ſo there were few in the Age that 

underſtood it ſo well,and could manage it more 

Skilfully. The occaſion that firſt led him to 

write about it was this : He was a ſtri& Obſer- 

ver of the Lord's-Day, in which, beſides his 

Conſtancy in the Publick Worſhip of God, he 
uſed to call all his Family together, and repeat 

to them the Heads of the Sermons, with ſome 

Addirions of his own, which he fitted for their 
"Capacities, and Circumſtances, and that bong 
one, 
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done, he had a Cuftom of ſhutting himſelf up 
for two or three Hours, which he either ſpear 
in his Secret Devotions, or on ſuch profitable 
Meditations as did then occur to his 'T houghts ; 
He writ them with the ſame ſimplicity that he 
formed them in his Mind, without any Art, or 
ſo muchas a Thought to let them be publiſhed. 
He never Corrected them, but laid them by, 
when he had finiſbed them, having intended 
only to fix and preſerved his own RefleRions in 
them; So that he uſed no fort of caxe to poliſh 
them, or makethe firſt draught perfeRer than 
whea they fell from his Pen-: Theſe fell into the 
hands of a worthy Perſon, and he judging, as 
well he might, that the Communicating them 
to the World, might bea publick ſervice, Prin- 
ted two Volumes of them in Octavo a little be« 
fore the Author's Death, Containing his 


CONTEMPLATIONS, 


I, Of our latter Exd. 
II. Of Wiſdom and the Fer of Gd. | 
HI. Of the Knowldge of Chrift © rucified. 
IV. The Viftory of Faith over the World. 
V. Of Humility. 
VI. Jacob's Vow. 
VII. Of Contentation. 
VII. Of Afﬀiitions. | 
IX. A good method to entertain unitable and trou- 
bleſome times. | 
X. Changes and Trovbles, « Poem. 
D 3 XI. Of 
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XI. Of the Redemption of time. 

XII. T he great Audit. 

XHI. Direftion: touching keeping the Lord's Day, 
in a Letter to his Children. 

XIV. Poems Written upon Chriitmas-Day. 


In the Second Volume. 
I. Az Enquiry touthing Happineſs. 
IEF, Of tb Chief end of Me 
III. Upor 12. Ecclef. 1. Remember thy Creator, 
IV. Upon tle 51. Plal. v. 10. Create a clean 
heart mne. With « Poems. 
V.' The Folly and Miſchief of Sin. 
VI. Of ſelf Denial. 
VII. - Motives to Watchfalneſs, in reference to the 
"Good and Evil Angels. 
V4IL. Of Moderation of the Aﬀettions. 
IX. Of Worldly hope and Expettation. 
X, Upon 13. Heb. 14. We have here no Con- 
tinuing City, 
XI. Of Contentedneſs and Patience. 
XII. Of Moderation of Anger. 
XIII. A preparative againft Afflidtions. 
XIV. Of Submiſſion, Prayer, and Thankſgiving. 


XV. Of Prayer and Thankſgiving on Plal. 116. 


I2. | 
XVI. Meditations on the Lord's Prayer, with 4 
Paraphraſe upon it. 


In them there appears a Generous and true 
Spirit of Religion, mixt with moſt ſerious and 
fervent 
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fervent Nevotion, and perhaps with the more 
advantage, that the Stile wants ſome CorreAi- 
on, which ſhews they weie the genuine Pro- 
duCtions of an excellent Mind, eatertainjng it 
Felf in ſecret with ſuch Contemplations. The 
Stile is clear and Maſculine, in a due temper 
between flatneſs and affeQation, in which he 
expreſſes his Thoughts both ealily and decently: 
In writing theſe Diſcourſes, having run over 
moſt of the SubjeQts that his own Circumſtan- 
ces led him chiefly ro conſider, he began to bz 
in ſome pain to chuſe new Arguments ; and 
therefore reſolved to fix oa a Theme that 
ſhould hold him longer. 

He was ſoon determined in his Choice, by the 
immoral and irreligious Principles and Praftices, 
that had ſo long vexed his Righteous Soul : 
And therefore-began a great Deſign againſt 
Atheiſm, the firlt part of which is only Printed, 
of the Originati'o» of Mankind, deligned to 
prove the Creation of the World, and the T: wth 
of the Moſaical Hiſtory. 

The Second Part was of the Nature of the 
Soul, and of a ſutere State. 

The Third Part was concerning the Attributes 
af God, both from the a/Frafed [dea's of him, 
and the Light of Nature ; the Evidence of Pro- 
widence, the notions of Morality, and the woice of 
Conſcience. 

And the Fourth Part was concerning the 
Truth and Authority of the Scriptures, with An- 
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ſwers tothe 0bjeF#ions againſt them: On writing 
theſe he ſpent Seven years, He Wrote them 
with ſo much Conſideration, that one who per- 
uſed the Original under his own hand, which 
was the firſt draught of it; told me, hedidaot 
remember of any coxſiderable Alteration, per- 
haps not of ewenty words in the whole Work. 
The way of his Writing them, only on the 
Evenings of the Lord's Day when he was in 
Town, and not much oftner when he was in the 
- Country, made, that they arenot ſo contrated, 
as It is very likely he would have writ them, if 
he had bzen more at leiſure to have brought 
his Thoughts into a narrower Compals, - and 
fewer words. #2 
But making ſome Allowance for the largeneſs 
of theStile, that Volume that is Priated, 1s ge- 
nerally acknowledged to be oneof the perf: Hef 
ieces both of Learning and Reaſoning that has 
n Writ on that ſubjet : And he who read a 
great part of the other Volumes told me, they 
were all of a picce with the firſt. ' 
When he had finiſhed this Work, he ſent it 
' by an unknown hand to Biſhop Wiltzns, to de- 
fire his Judgment of ir; But hethar broughrit, 
wou'd give noother Account of the Author, but 
that he was not a Clergy Man. The Biſhop, and 
his worthy Friend Dr. gon, Read a great 
deal of ir with much pleaſure, but could not 
imagine who could be the Author, and how a 
Man that was Maſter of ſo much Resſos, and ſo 
great 
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great avariety of Xowledge,ſhould beſo «xknown 
to them, that they could not find him out, by 
thoſe Cherafers, which are fo little Common. 
At laſt Dr. Tillotſon gueſſed it muſt be the Lord 
Chief Baren, ' to which the other preſently 
agreed, wondring he had been fo long in finding - 
it out. So they went immediately to him, and 
the Biſhop thanking him for the Entertainment 
he had received from his Works, he bluſhed 
extreamly, not without ſome diſpleaſure, ap- 
prehending that the Perſon he had truſted had 
diſcovered him. But the Biſhop ſoon cleared 
that, -and told him, He had diſcovered himsſelf, 
for the Learning of that Book was ſo various, that 
none but he could be the Author of it. And that 
Biſhop having a freedom in delivering his Opi- 
nion of Things and Perſons, which perhaps few 
ever managed both with fo much Plainneſs and 
Prudence, told him, There was nothing cold be 
better ſaid on th:ſe Arguments, if he could bring 
it into a leſs compaſs, but if he had not leiſure for 
that, he thoaght it much better to have it to come 
out, though a little too large, than that the World 
ſhould be depyived of the good which it muſt nte1s 
do. But our J#4ge, had never the opportunt- 
ties of reviſing it, ſo a little beſore his Death, 
he ſent the firlt part of ic to the Prels. 

In the beginning of ir, he gives an Eſſay of 
his Excellent way of Mcrhoi;zing things, in 
which he was {o great a Maſter, that whatever 
he undertook, he would preſently caſt into fo 
| D 4 pertect 
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perfe&t a Scheme, that he could never after- 
wards Corre& it : He runs out Copiouſly upon 
the Argument of the Impoſſibility of an Eter wal 
Succeſſion of Time, to ſhew that Time and Excr- 
nity are inconliſtent one with another ; And 
that therefore all Duration that was paſt, and 
defined by T'ime, could not be from Eternity, 
and he ſhews the diff.rexce between ſucceſſive 
Eternity already. palt, and one to come : $90 
that though the /atzer is poſſible, the former is 
not ſo; tor all the parts of the former have 
aQually been, and therefore being defined by 
T'ime, cannot be Eternal ; whereas the other are 
{ill future to all Ezerzity, fo that this reaſoning 
cannot be turned to prove the prſſibility of Fter- 
wal Succeſſiows, that have been, as well as Eternal 
Succeſſnoms that ſba/l be. This he follows with 
a Strength, I never met with in any that Ma- 
naged i&before him. 

He brings next all thoſe Moral Arguments, 
to prove that the World had abeginning ; agree- 
ing to the Account, M:ſes gives of it, as that 
no Hiſtory riſes higher, than near the time of 
the Delvge; and that the firſs Foundation of 
Kingdoms, the Invention of Arts,theBeg innings 
of all Religions, the gradual Plantation of the 
World,and Increaſe of Mankind,and the Conſent 
of Nations doagree with it. In managing theſe, 
as he ſhews profound Sil! both in Hiftorical,and 
Philoſophical Learning, ſo he gives a Noble Di/- 
covery of his great Candor and Probity, that ” 
wou 


ts. LCA »> = & ww a NJÞg | 


Sir Matthew Hale. 47 


would not Impoſe on the Reader with a falſe 
ſhew of reaſoning by Arguments,that he knew 
had Flaws in them ; and therefore upon every 
one of theſe, headds ſuch Allays, as ina great 
meaſure leſſened and took off their force, with 
as much ExgEoeſs of Judgment, and ſtriQneſs 
of Cenſure, as if he had been ſet to Plead for 
the other Side: And indeed ſumms up the whole 
Evidence for Religion, as impartially as ever 
hedidin a Tryal for Life or Death to the Jury; 
which how Equally and Judiciouſly he always 
did, the whole Nation well knows. 
After that, he Examines the Ancient Opinions 
of the Philoſophers, and inlarges with a great 
variety of curious RefleQtions in anſwering thar 
only Argument, that has 'any appearance of 
Strength for the Cſ#«/ produftion of Man, 
from the origination of Inſetts out of putrefied 
Matter, as is commonly ſuppoſcd, and he con- 
cluded the Book, ſhewing how Rationa! and 
Philoſophical the Account which Moſes gives of 
it is. There is1Q it all a ſagacity andquickneſs 
of Thought, mixed with great and curious 
ings. that I confeſs I never met together 
in any other Book on that Subjet : Among o- 
ther ConjeQtures, one he gives concerning the 
| Deluge is, that he dia not think the Face of the 
Earth and the Waters, were altogether the ſame 
before the Cong br Deluge, and after : But 
poſſibly the Face of the Earth was more even than 
ow it is : The Seas poſſibly more dilated and ex- 
tended, 
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tended, and not ſoderp 4s now: And a little after, 
p fibly the Seas have undermined much of the ap- 
earing Continent of Earth. This I the rather 
ake notice of, becauſe it hath been fince his 
Death, made out in a moſt Ingenious, and moſt 
Elegantly Writ Book, by Mr. Burget of (brift's 
Colkge in Cambridge, who has given ſuch an 
£ffay towards the proving the poſſibility of an 
wwiverſal Deluge, and from thence, has Col- 
teRted with great Sagacity what Paradiſe was 
before it, as has not Sos offered by any 

Philoſopher before him. | 
While the J#dge was thus imploying his time, 
the Lord Chief Fuitice Kgyling dying, he was on 
the 18th. of May 1671, promoted to be Loyd 
Chief Faitice of England, He had made the - 
Pleas of the Crown one of his Chief Studies, and 
4 much ſearch, and long Obſervation, had 
Compoſed that great Work concerning them, 
formerly mentioned: - He that holds the high 
Office of J«i#iciary in that Court, being the 
Chief Truſtee, and Aſſertor of the Liberties of 
his Country ; all People applauded this Choice, 
and thought their Liberties could not be better 
depoſited than in the hands of one, that as he 
under{ibod them well, fo he had all the Juſtice* 
and Courage, that fo Sacred a Truſt required. 
One thing was much obſerved and commen- 
del in him, that when there was a great 
Incqualitz in the Abz/lity and Learning of the 
Councellors tat were to Plead one againſt way 
racer : 
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ther : He thought it became him, as the Judge, 
ro Supply that ; ſo he would exforce what the 
weaker Council managed but indsfferenrtly, and 
not ſuffer the more Learned to carry the Bufi- 
neſs by the Advinteze they had over the others 
in their qoickneſ and $4411 in Law, and readt- 
xeſs in Pleading, till all things were cleared in 
which the Meritzsand Strength of the ill defend- 


' ed Cauſe lay. ' He was not ſatisfied barely to 


give his Judgment in Caules, but did eſpecially 


4n all' Intricate ones, give ſuch an Account of 


the Reaſons that prevailed with him ; that the 
Council did not only acquieſcein his Authority 
but were ſo convinced by his Reaſons, that 
have heard many profeſs'that he brought them 
often ro change their Opinions; ſo that his 
giving of Judgment was really a tearned LeQture 
upon that point of Law: And whick was yet 
more, the Parties themſelves, though Intereſt 


does too commonly corruptrhe Judgment, were 


generally fatisfied wirh rhe Juſtice.of his deciſi- 
ons, even when they were made againſt them. 


His Impartial Juſtice, andgreat Diligence, drew 


the Chief Practice after him, into whatſoever 
Court he came: Since, though the Courts of 
Common- Pleas, the Exchequer and the Kjngs- 
Bench, are appointed for the Tryal of Cauſes of 
different Natures, yet it is caſte to bring molt 
Cauſes intoany of them, as the Council or At- 
torneys pleaſe 5 ſoas he had drawn the Bulineſs 
much after him, both” inty the C _—_—— 
| oo / we: 
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and the Exchequer, it now followed. him into 
the Kngs-Bench, and many Cauſes that were 
depending in theExch:qrer and not determined, 
were let fall there, and brought again- before 
himiathe Court to which he was now removed. 
And here did he ſpend the reſt of his publick 
Lifeand {ſmploymeat : But about Four yearsand 
a halt after this Advancement, he who bad hi- 
therto enjoyed a firm and vigorous Health, ta 
which his great Temperance, and the Equality 
of his Mind, did not a little conduce, was on 2 
{udden brought very low by an Inflammatian in 
his Midriff, which in two days time broke the 
Conſtitution of his Health tro ſuch a degree, 
that he never recovered it ; He became fo 
Aſthmatical, that with great difficulty he could 
fetch his Breath, that determined in a Dropſie, 
of which he afterwards Died. He underſtood 
Phyſick ſo well, that conſidering his Age, he 
concluded his Diftemper muſt carry him off in 
a little time 3 and therefore he reſolved to have 
ſome of the laſt Months of his Life reſerved to 
himſelf, that being freed of alt Worldly Cares, 
he might be preparing for his Change: He was 
allo ſo much diſabled in his Body, that he could 
hardly , though ſypported by his Servants, 
walk through Weſtminſter-Hall, or endure the 
Teil of Buſinels ; he had been a long time wea- 
ried with the diſtraCtions that his Imploymeat 
had brought” on him, and his Profeffion was 
become ungrateful to him ; he loved to ap pi 

himſelF 


\ 


deeper ww zz 3 «4 7 LEV EX. \ 


© —_— 


Sir Matthew Hale. 51 


himſelf wholly to better Purpoſes, as will a 
pear by a Paper that he writ on this Subje&t, 
_— v7 here _ Pop | 
Firſt, If 1conflder the Buſineſs of my Profeſſion 
whether as an ; ——bwrh Or 4s y ud "wo 
zrue I do acknowleage by the Infittution of Almigh- 
ty God,. and the Diſpenſation of his Providence, I 
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; am bound to Induſtry and Fidelity init : And as 

| it is an Af of Obeatence unto his Will, it carries 
withit ſome thing of Religious Duty, and I may 
and do take Comfort in it, and expetF a Reward 
; Bc Obedience to him, and the good that I do to 

ankind therein, from the bounty and beneficence 

and promiſe of Almighty God ; and it is true alſo 
that without ſuch Imployments, civil Sccieties can- 
not be ſupported, and great good redounds to Man- 
kind from them, and in thoſe reſpeits the Conſci- 
ence of my own Induſtry, - Fidelity and Integrity in 
them, is « great Comfort and ſatisfation to me. 
But yet this I muſt ſay concerning theſe Imploy- 
ments, conſidered ſimply in themſetves, that t 
are very full of Cares, CAnxittics and Perturba- 
tions. 

Secondly, That though they are beneficial to 

others, yet they are of the leaſt benefit to him that 

is imployed in them. 

| —_— That they do neceſſarily involve the 

e 


party, w Office it is, in great Davgers 
Diſſentties, and Calumnies. _ 


Fourthly, That they only /erve for the Merid;- 
an of this Life, which ts ſhort and ancertain. 
Fitthly, 
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 Fifthly, That chovgh it be wy Duty faithfully t6 
ſerve in them, while I am called to thwm, and til 
1 am duly called from them, yet they are great 
conſumers of that little tixze we have here, which 
4s it ſeems to me, might be better ſpent in « pious 
contemplative Life, and & due proviſion for Eter- 


#ity : 1 do not know 4 better temporal Imployment. 


than Martha had, > teflifyive _ a Freq 
ty to our Saviour, by making provifion for hi 
ber our Lord tells ber, That though ſhe was trou- 
bled about many things, there mas only one thing 
neceſſary, and Mary had choſen the better part. 
By this the Reader will fee t hat hecontinued 
in his Station upon no other Conſideration, but 
that being ſet in it by the Providence of God, 
he judged he could not abandon that Poſt which 
was athigned him, without preferring his own 
private Inclination to the Choice God had made 
for him ; but now that /ame Providence having 
by this great Dif diſengaged him from 
the 06/igation of holding a Place, which he was 
no longer able to 4/charge, he reſolved to re- 
ſign it : This was no ſooner ſurmiſed abroad, 
than it mow gon him the Importunitics of all 
his Frieads,and the clamour of the whole Town 
to divert him from it, bur all was. to no pur- 
pole ; there was but one Argument that could 
move him, which was, thet he was obliged 10 
continue in the Imployment God hed put him in 
for the good of the publick : but to this he had 
ſuch an Anſwer, that even thoſe who were 
moſt 


Cs 


Sir Matthew Hale. $3 | 


moſt concerned in his withdrawing, could aot 
but * ſee, that the Reaſons inducing him to it, 
were but too ſtrong ; ſo he made Applications 
to His Majeſty for his Wris of Exſe, which the 
Kyng was very unwilling to grant him, and of- 
fered to let him hold his Place ſtill, he doing 
what Buſineſs he could in his Chamber ; but he 
ſaid, he could not nith « good Conſcience comtinge 
in it, ſince he was no longer able to diſcharge 
the Dzty belonging to it. 

But yet ſuch was the General Satisfaftion 
which all the Kingdom received by his Excel- 
leat Adminiſtration of Juſtice, that the Kiog, 
though he could not well deny his Requeſt, yer 
he deferred the Granting of it as long as was 
poſſible : Nor could the Lord Chancehor be pre- 
vailed with to move the King to haſten his 
Diſcharge, though the Chief Jufice often 
preſſed him to it. 

Art laſt having wearied himſelf, and all his 
Friends, with his importunate Deſires, and 
growing ſenſibly weaker in Body, he did up- 
on the 21(t. day of Febraary, 28. Car. 2. Anno 
Dom. 167 +. ga before a Maſter of the Chancery, 
with a little Parchment Deed, drawa by him- 
If, and written all with his own hand; and 
there Sealed and Delivered it, and acknow- 
ledged it to be Enrolled, and afterwards he 
brought the Original Decd to the Lord C hax- 
cellor, and did formally {urrender his Office in 
theſe Words. | 
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Omnibus Chriſti fidel:bas a1 quos preſens Scrig- 
thra pervenerit, Matthzus Hale, Mzles, Capitalis 
Tuiticiarius Domini Regis ad placita, coram ipſo 
Rege tenenal, aſſignatus, Salutem in Domino Sempi- 
ternam. Noveritis me prefatum Matthzum Hale, 
militem, jam ſenem fattin & warits Corporis mes 
fſenilit morbis & infirmitatibus dire Laborantem 
& adbuc Detentum, hic Charta mea Reſjanare 
& rurſumreddere Sereniſſimo Domino No#ro Caro. 
b Secundo Dei Gratid Anglie, Stvtie, Francie; 
& Hib:rnie, Regi, Fides Defenſors,&c. Prediftum 
Officium Capitalis Fuiciarii a1 placita coram ipſo 
Rege tenenda, humillime petens quod ho Scriptum 


#rrotul:tur de Recordo, In cvjus rei Teftimonium . 


Þuic charte m4 Refignationts Sigillom meum ap- 
poſai. Dat? wiceſimo' primo Die Februaris Anno 
Regni diff. Dom. Regis nunc Viceſims Oftavo, 


He made this Inſtrument as he told the Lord 
Chancellor for two Ends, the one was to ſhew 
the World his own free Concurrence to his Re- 
moval: Another was to obviate an Objedion 
heretofore tnade, That « Chief Juſt ice being placed 

Writ, was not removable at Pleaſure, as Twuages 

Patent were; Which Opinion, as he ſaid, was 
once held by his Predeceſſor the Loyd Chief 
Juſtice Keyling, and though he himſelf were 
always of another Opinion, yet he thought it 
reaſonable to prevent ſuch a Scruple. 

He had the day before ſurrendred to the King 
in Perſun, who parted from him with great 
; Grace, 


Gracewifhing,hirmolt heartily chererary of 
bis Health, and aff uring him, bat he would fil 
look upon him as, ons of his Tudzes, and have re- 
courſe to his Aqvite when bis Health would per- 
mit,and in the mean time would rontinge his Pex- 
ſion during his Life. | 

The Good man thought this. Bounty too 
great, and an ill Precedent for the King, and 
therefore Writ a Letter ro theLord Treaſarer, 
earneſtly deſiring that his Penſion might be 
only d»ring Pleaſure,but theKing would grant 
it for Lite, and make.it payable Quarterly. + 

And yet for a whole Month: togerlicr, ht 
would not ſuffer his Scrvant. to. Sue out his 
Patent for his Penſion,and when the firlt Pay- 
ment was received, he ordered a. great part 
of it to Charitable Uſes, and laid, he intucnd- 
ed molt of it ſhould be ſv Employed as long 
as it was paid him. | 

Atlaſt hehappened to Die uponthe Quarter 

day, which was Chriſtmas day, and though 
this might have given ſome occaſion to adit 
pute whether the Penſion lor that Quarter 
were recoverable,yet the King was pleaſed yo 
decide that Matter again(t him{ch;,and order» 
ed the Penſion. co be paid to his Exccurors. 

As ſoon as he was diſcharged from his great 
Place;he returned home with as much Clicar» 
fulncfs, as his want uf Health could admit of, 
being now eaſed of a Burthen he had been of 
late groaning undcr,and ſo made morecapabie 
) | vt 
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of Enjoying that which he had much wiſhed 


for, according tohis Elegant Tranſlation of, 
or rather Paraphraſe upon, thoſe excellent 
Lines in Sezeca's Thyeftes, AF. 2. 


Stet quicunque volet potens, 
Aulz calmine lebrico : 
Me dulcis Saturet quits. 
Obſcaro poſutre loco, 
Lent perfruar otio: | 
Nullis nota Quiritibus, | , 
Et as per tacitum flaat. 
Sic cum Tranſierint mei, 
Nullo cum Strepita dies, 
Plebeins moriar Senex. 
1tli mors gravis incabat, 
Qui notus nimis omnibus, 
Tanotus moritur fibs., 


Let him thatwill aſcend, the tot"ring Seat 
Of courtly Grandear, and become as great 
A$ are his mounting Wiſhes: As for me, 
Let ſweet repoſe ind reſt my Portion be, 
Give me ſome mean obſcure Receſs a Sphere 
Out of the Road or Baſineſs, or the fear 
Of falling lower ; where I {weetly may 
My felt and dear retirement ſtill enjoy : 
Let not my Life or Name be known unto 
The Grandees of the Time, toſt to and fra 
By Cenſures or Applauſe ; but let my Age 
S/ide gently by, not overthwart the Stage 


of 
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Ot $::6/46k Adtion, unheard; unken, » 
And t#nconcernd,as if I o'er bad been. _ ..., 
A+d thus, white 4 thall paſs my flent days ©, 

j 


In judy privacy, t rec trom the Noiſe © Mt 
And 6»/*les of the'chad World,.then ſhall L 
A goud old Taxocent: Pleberan Die. CEE 
Death:3a mere Satpriſe, a very Snare . 
To him, that makes;it his-Lifes greaceſff. Cane.,, 
Tobea pablick Pageant, knows toal, reds 
But 9rcquainted with himlitly, doch fall.) : - 


\ 


Having now attained tothit Privacy which 
he had no'kefs ſeriouſly than piouſly wilhed; 
for, he called all his ſervants that had belong-. 
ed'to his Office together, and r9ld themyhe had 
von laid down his ' Place, and ſotheir Imployments. 
weve determined ; upon that, he adviſed them, 
ro {6s fot themielvesand gaveto-lome of them. 
very confiderable Prefents, aud to everyone. 
of them a Token,and ſo diſmilled all choſe thar, 
were not his Domefticks : He was diſcharged. 
the fifreenth of Febaary 167; : And lived ill 
the Chriſtmas following, but all the while was 
in {0 ill a State of Health, that there was no 
hopes of his:Recovery : he continued ftil-to 
retire often,both for his Devotion and Studics, 
and as long as hecould go, went conſtantly to 
his Cloſer, and when lus Inficmitiesencreatfecd 
6n him, ſothat he was not able to go rhicher 
liimfelf,he niade his ſervants carry lum thithen 
in'a- Chair.” ' Atlaſt, as the Wiatcr came vn, 

K 2 lg 
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he ſaw with great Joy his deliverance 
proaching, for beſides his being weary of the 
orld, and his longings for the Bleſledneſs of 
another State, his Pains encreaſed fo on him, 
that no Patience interior to his could have born 
them without a great uneaſineſs of mind; Yet 
he expreſled to & laſt ſuch ſubmiſſion to the 
wilt of God,and ſo eqia/a Tewper under them, 
that it was viſible then what mighty Efets his 
Philoſophy and Chriſtianiry had on him, .in 
ſypporting him under ſuch a heavy Load, 

' He could not lie down in Bed above a Year 
before his Death, by reaſon of the Aſthma, but 
fat rather than lay in it. 

He was attended on in hisSickneſs by aPious 
andWorthy Divine Mr.Evan Griffith Miniſter 
of the Pariſh ; and it was obſerved that in all 
the Extremities of his Pain, when ever he Pray. 
ed by him, he forbore all Complaints or 
Groans, but with his Hands and Eyes lifted 
up, was fixed in his Devotions: Not long be- 
fore his Death, the Miniſter told him, there was 
ro be a Sacrament next Sunday at Church, but he 
believed he could wot come and partake with the 
reſt; therefore he wouldgive it to him in his own 
Houfe; But he anſwered, No his Heavenly Fa- 
they had prepared a Feaſt for him,and he would go 
#0 his Fathers Houſe to partake of it: So he made 
himſelf be carried thither in his Chair, where 
he received the Sacrament on his Knees, with 
great Devotion, which it may be ſuppoled = 
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the greater, becauſe he apprehended it wasto 
be his Laſt, and ſo took it as his Viaticam and 


'Proviſion for his Journey. He had ſome ſecret 


unaccountable Preſages of his Death, for he 
ſaid;that if he did not die on ſuch a day, (which 
fell to be the 25th of November ) he believed he 
ſhould Live 8 Month longer, and he Died that 
very day Month. He continued to injoy the 
free uſe of his Reaſon and Sence to the laſt 
Moment, which he had often' and earneſtly 
Prayed for As his Sickneſs: And when 
his Voice was ſo ſunk that he could not 'be 
heard, they perceived by the almoſt conſtant 
lifting up of his Eyes and Hands, that he was 
ſtill Aſpiring towards that Bleſſed Stats, of 
which he was now ſpeedily to be poſleſled. 

He had for many years a particular Devo- 
tion for Chriſtmas day,and after he had received 
the Sacrament, and been in the performance 
of the publick Worſhip of that day, he com- 
monly wrote a Copy of Verſes on the Honour 
of his Saviour, as a fit Expreſſion of the Joy 
he felt in his Soul, at the return of that Glori- 
ous Anniverſary. There are Seventeen of thoſe 
Copies Printed, which he Writ on Seventeen 
ſeveral Chriſtmas days, by whicli the World 
has a Taſte of his Poetical Genius in which,if 
he had thought it worth his time to have Ex- 
celled;he might have been Eminent as well as 
in other things ; but he Writ them rather to 
entertain himlelf, than to merit theLawrel, 

E 3 
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;. 4hali hersadd one which has/not been yer 
Printed, and is i$,80t unhkely a was the laſt 
beW tis; iris a Paraphrale on Simeos's-/ong ; | 
takeac from: his blorted Copy nat at all fini- 
thed,fo the Reader is to make Allowance for 
any Impericction he may find 11 it. 


Bleſſed Creetor, who before the Birth 

Of Tire, or &er the Pillars of the Earth 

Mere fx's or form'd, did'ft lay that great Deſign 

Qf Mais Redemption, and did'ſt define 

In thine Eternal Councils all the Scene 

Of that ftupendious Buſineſs, and when 

It ſhall appear, and though the very day 

Of its Eprphany, concealed lay 

Mirhis thy mind, yet thou wert pleas'd to ſbow 

Some glimpſes of ut, wnto Men below, 

In Vif:as, Types, and Propheſies, as we 

Things at @ diſtance in Perſpettive ſee : 

But thou wert pleas'd tolet thy\Servant know 

That that Bl-ft haay, that ſeem'd to move ſo flow 

Through former Ages, ſhould at laſt attain 

Its time, e're my few Sand's, that yet remain 

Are ſpent ; andthat theſe Aged Eyes 

Should ſee the day, when Jacob's Star ſhould riſe. 

And now thou baſt fulfill” d it, bleſſed Lord 

Diſmiſs me now, according tothy word; 

And let my Aged Body now retarn ' 

To Reſt, and Duſt, and drop into an Urn ;" 

For I haze liv'd exzough, mine Eyes hath ſcen 
1hy much deſired Salvation, that hath been 
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So long [0 dearly wiſh'd, the Foy; the Hope 
Of all w/ Ancient Patriarchs, the Scope l 
Of all the Propheſies, «nd-Myſteries, 
Of all the Types «nuaild, the Hiſtories 
Of Jewiſh Charch aprid/d, and the (bright: 
And Orient Sun nyſe to give light 
To Gentiles and the joy of Urael, 
The Worlds Redeemer, bleſt Emanuel. 
Let this fight cloſe mine Eyes, *tis loſs to ſer; 
After thi Viſion, any fight but Thee: 


Thus he uſed to Sing on the former Chri/t- 
mas days, but now he was to be admitted to 
bear his part 4n the new Songs above; ſo'that 
day which he had ſpent in ſo much Spiritual 
Joy,proved tobe indeed the day of hisJubilee 
and Deliverance,for between twoand three in 
the Afternoon, he breathed out his Righteous 
and Pious Soul. His End was Peace; he had no 
ſtrugliogs nor ſeem'd to be in any pangs in his 
laſt Moments. He was Buried on the 4ch of Fa- 
nuery, Mr. Griffith Preaching the Funeral Ser- 
mon his Text was'the 57 of 1/a. 1 verſe, The 
Righemes: porifienk, and no Man layeth it 10 
heart; and Merciful Men are taken away, none 
conſidering that the Righteons u taken away from 
the Evil to:come, Which how fitly it was ap- 
plicable upon this occaſion, all that confider 
the courle of his Life, will cafily conclude. He 
was Interred'in the Church yard of Alderh, 
' among his Anceſtors; be did not mych ap- 
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prove of Burying in Churches," 'and afed i ro 
lay the Churches were'for* the Living, #14 the 
Charch yards for theDead; His Monument was 
Ike. himſelf,"decenr 'and plain; The Tomb- 
{tone was black: Marble, and” the fides' were 
black and white Marble, upon which he him- 
{elf had ordered this bary and humble Iofcrip- 


tion to be made. 


HC INDUMATUR CORPUS 
MATTHE!HALE, MILITIS; 
ROBERT! HALE, ET: FOANNCA 
UXORIS- EJUS FILM 'UNICI. 

NATL IN HAC' PAROCHIA:DE ALDERLY, 

PRIMO DIE NQOVEMBRIS: ANNO DOM. 
4629. »DENATI VERO: IBIDEM. VICESI- 
MO. QUIN IO . DIE _DECEMBRIS ANNO: 

DOM. 1574. ETATIS. SUE, EXVIL ; 


Having thus given an Account of rhe moſt 


remarkable rhings of tis Life, I am now to pre- 

tearrhe Reacer with ſuch a:Character of him, 
as the laymg his ſeveral Virtues together will 
amnountro :- 11 which I know how. difficalt a 
Fask 1 vnderrakeytor ro Write defectively of 
Him, were to anjure Him, and leffen' rtle'Me- 
mory.-of. one to! whom 1 intend-to-do all rhe 

Right thatis1n my-Power: On'the other hand, 
there is 10: much here ro be commended /and 
propoſed for the Imitationof others, that I am 
atraid lome may 1magine, Lam rather mak- 
inza- Picture of Him, trom an abſtrafted 1dea 
ot £ great Virtues, and Perfcttions, than _ 
Vn 
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him out, 'as he truly was : Bnt chere is grear 
Encouragement in this, that I write. cancerg- 
ing a'Man'1o freſh 'in all Peoptes Remem- 
brante; thats ſo lately Dead, and was fb much 
and fo Well known, that Iſhall have many 
Vouchers,-who will be ready to juſtifie me. 
inall that Lam to relate, 'and to add a great 
deal to'what Ican fay. we 
' It has appeared in the Account of his vari- 
ous Learning, how great his Capacities were, 
and how much they were m—_— by con- 
ſtant Study:He roſe alwaysearly in the Morn- 
ing, he loved to walk much abroad, nut 'only 
for: his Health, but he . thought it opened his 
Mind, ard enlarged his thoughts to have the 
Creation, of God before hisEyes. Whenhe ſer 
himſelf to any Study, heufed to caſt his deſign 
m a Scheme, which he did witha great exact- 
neſs of Merhad; he took nothing onTruſt,but 
purſued his'Enquiries as far as they could go, 
and as he'was humble enough to confeſs his 
Ignorance, and ſubmit to Myſteries which he 
could-notcomprehend,fo he was not eafily im- 
pn on, by aty ſhews of reaſon, or rhe Bug- 
xars of yulgar Opimon :* He brought all his 
Knowlege as much to ſ{cientifical Principles, 
as he poflibly could, which made him neglect 
the Study of Tongues, for the 'bent of his 
Mind lay: znother way.” Difcourſing once of 
this to loine, they ſaid, they /coked on the Com-. 
mon Law,  &« a Study that could not be broaght 
| ints 
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into « Scheme, nor into 4 Rational Sci- 


ence, by Cl oft e Indigeft ſtedneſs of it,aud the 


Multiplicity of the Caſe 3n it, which renared it 
very hard tobe under/toed, or reduced into « Me- 
thod ; But he ſaid,. he.:w45 wt of (ei Mind, 
and ſo, quickly after, he & drew. w own 
hand, a heme of the wholeOrger 
of it, in a large ſheet of Paper, tothe great 
SatisfaQtion of hole to, ow! he Sees Gon ple 
on this hint, forge 


Body of the rags La Law. het i bad 


ever be gone ON 

and would with nor Fla 

try haye put it anto Mabel Bu NN ' 
it was a Great aud Noble TT would b Ee 
of vaſt. Advantage to the. + Nw 3: [a it pas $00 
much for a private Mas to undertake : It was not 
to be entered upon but by the Command of a Prizce, 
and with the Communicated Endeayours of ſomes 
of the moſt Eminent of the Profeſſion, 

He had great viyacity in his Fancy, as may 
appear by PG ERA to Poetry, and the 
lively racine and many tender qu 
in his Contemplation ; But he look't 
Eloquence and Wit, as.things to be uſed. — 
ry chaſtly, in ſerious 16S which ſhould 
come under a ſeyerer. Inquiry, : Therefore 
he was both, when at the. Bar, and on the 
Bench, a great Enemy to all Hloquence a 
Rhetorick in Pleading.: He ſaid if che F 
Jury bad a right underſtanding, it ſignified no- 


thing, 
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thing, hut. 4 waſte of Time, and loſs of Wi = 
6nd if they were weak, ard tafily wrought on, it 
bribi wr _ rad =bk reef 5-1 
ing their Faxties avd biaſing 1 a8; 
Cf ER ered much at thar affecation-of the 
rench Lawyers in imitating the Rowan Orators 
an their Pleadin Re wy Oratory of the Ro- 
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ment, and zhe Fattions of the Ciey, 
thole who intended toexgel in jocks] leadin 
Caules, were trained up WF Xera fag 
Rbetors, till they became ready _ expert.1n 
that luſcious way of Dilcourle, Ir is true, the 
ths lui uch a Manas Twly was, who 
mixed an extraordinary Quicknels,- an exatt 
Judgment, and a juſt Decorum with his skill 
in Rhetorick, do ſtill entertajn the Readers of 
them with great Bleaſure; Bat atthe ſame time 
it muſt be acknowledged, 'that theye is. not 
| thatchaſtity of Style, th 2rcloſeacls of Reaſon- 
ing,nor that juſtnels of Figures in his Oratiozs, 
that is ig his-other Writings ; So that a great 
deal was {aid by hun, rather becaule he knew 
it would be acceptable to his Auditors, than 
that it wasapprov'd of by. himſelf ; and all who 
read t will acknowledge, they arc better 
pleaſed with them as Eſſsys of Wit and Style, 
than as Pleadings, by which ſuch a Judge, as 
ours was, . would not, be much wrought on. 
And if there:are ſuch Grounds to cenſure the 


Performances of the greateſt Maſter in Elo- 
quence, 
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= we may eaſily infer what nauſcous 
ifcourſes the other Orators made, fince in 
Oratory as well as in Poetry,none can do mo 
ferently. So our Fadge wondered to find 
Freach, that live under a Monerchy, fo fond of 
imitating that [which was an ill of the 
Popalar Government of Rome: He therefore 
leaded himſelf always in few Words, and 
me to the Point : And when he was a Feape, 
he held rho thaat Pleaded before him, to 
the main Hinge of the Buſineſs, and cut them 
ſhort when they made Excurſions about Cir- 
cumftances of no Moment, by which he ſaved 
much time, and made the chief Difficulties 
. be well Stated and Cleared. | 
There was anotherCsſtom among the Romans, 
which he as much admired,as hedefpiſed their 
Rhetorick, which was, that the Furis-Conſults 
were'theMen of the higheſt Quality ,who were 
bred to be capable of the chict Imployment in 
the State, and became the greateſt Maſters of 
their Law : Theſe gave their Opinions of all 
Caſesthat were put to them freely, judging it 
below them totake any Preſent for it ; and in- 
deed they were only the true Lawyers among 
them,whoſe Reſolutions were of that Authori- 
ty,that they made one Claffis of thoſe Materials 
out of which Trebonian compiled the Digeſts 
underJsſtinian ; for theOrators orCaofpdics that 
Pleaded Cauſes, knew little of the Law,and on- 
ly imploy'd their mercenary Tongues to work 
| on 
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on the Aﬀections of the People and Senate or 
the Pretors : Even in moſt of Talies Orations 
there is little of Law, and that little which 
might ſprinkle ig theirDeclamations,they 
had not from their own Knowledge, but the 
Reſolution of ſome Jeris-Conſalt: According 
to that famous Story of Serviue Salpitius, who 
was a Celebrated Orator, and being to receive 
the Reſolution of ane of thoſe that wereLearn- 
_ edinthe Law,was ſo ſgnorant, that he could 
not underſtand it ; Upon which the Juri-Con- 
Salt hed him,apd Taid,it was 4 ſhame for 
him that was « Noble-man, « Senator and a Plea- 
der of Cauſes, to be thus Jgnorant of Law : This _ 
touched him ſo ſenſibly, that he ſer about the 
Study of it, and became one of the moſt Emi- 
nent Jeri Conſalts that ever were at Rome.Our 
Fuage thought it might become the greatneſs 
of a Prince, to encourage ſuch a ſort of Men, 
and of Studies; in which, none in the Age he 
lived in was equal to the great Se/der, who 
was truly in our Exgliſþ Law, what the old 
Roman Juris Con(ults were in theirs. 

Butwhere a decentEloquence was allowable, 
Judge Hale knew how to have excell'd as much 
asany,cither.in illuſtrating his Reaſonings,by 
proper and well purſued Similies, or by ſuch 
render Expreſſions as might work moſt on the 
AﬀeCtions, ſo that the preſent.Lord Chancellor, 
has often ſaid of him (face his Death, that he 


was the greateſt Orator he had known; tor => 
is 
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his. Words came nor fluently from film, yer 
ORE Were ou, oy the triofkt $; 
nificant and Expreflive, that the matter could' 
bear : Of this ſort thereate many in his Contem. 
plations raade to quicken, his own Devotion, 
which bave a Life mn them ing him that 
uſed them, and a ſoftneſs fir to mefteyen the” 
harſheſt LmpAS, accommodated tothe Gra- | 
 vity of the Subje&t, and apt to' excite warm 
thoughts in the Readers, that as they ſhew his 
- excellent Temper Far Srougttt ther our, and' 

applicd them to himfelf,” fo chey are of great - 
uſe to all, who would both inform and quicken' 
their Minds. Of his Ifluſtrations of things by 
proper Similtes, I ſhaſl give a large Toftance” - 
out of his Book of the Origination of Mankind, 
deſign'd to expoſe the ſeveral differeritFHpothe- 
ſes the Philoſophers fell on, concerning the E- 
ternity and Original of the Oniverſe,and topre- 
fer the Account given by Moſes, to all their Cor- 
jeftures; in which, if my taſte does not mif- 
guide me, the Reader will ind a rare and very 
agreeable mixture, both of fine Wit, and fo-' 
lid Learning and Judgment, | 

[That which may luſtrate my Meaning, 

in this prefercnce of the revealed Light of the 
Holy Scriptures, touching this Matter, above 
the Eſſays of a Philoſophical Imagination, may 
be this, Suppoſe that Greece being unacquaint- 
ed with the curioſity of Mechanical Engins, 
though known in ſome remote Region of the 
World, 


v4 


Sir Matthew Hale. ___ _ 6g 
Woarld,and that an excellent Artiſt had {ecret- 
Horny and d ane Ar field or foreſt, 
ome excellent Watch -@r Clock, which had 
been ſo formed,thar the Original of its Motion 
was hidden, . and involy*d:in ſome cloſe contri- 
v'd piece of echaniſm, rhat this Watch was 
fo fram t the Motion thereof might have 
tafted a Year,or ſome ſuch time as might give a 
reaſonable eriod for their Philoſophical deſ- 
eanting concerning it,and that in theplaiaTa» 
ble there had been not oaly theDeſcription and 
Indication of Hours butthe Configurations & 
Indications of the various Phaſes of the Moon, 
themotion and place of theSun in theEcliptick, 
and divers other curious Indications of Cele- 
ſtial Mloggps,and that the Scholars of the ſeve- 
ral Schools,of Epicars,of Ariſtot le,of Plato,and 
the reſt of thoſe Philoſophical Sets, had caſu- 
ally in their Walk,found this admirable Autos 
maton; what kind of Work would there have 
been made by every SeQ,in giving an account 
of this Phanomenon? We ſhould have had the 
Epicurean Sect, have told the Byſtanders ac- 
cording to their preconceiv'd Hypotheſis, that 
this was nothing elſe but an accidental concretion 
of Atoms, that haply fallen together had matte 
up the Index, the Wheels, and the Ballance, and 
that being haply falles into this Poſtare, they 
were put 4nto Motion. Then the Carteſian falls 
in with himzas to the main of theirSuppolition, 
þpt tells him,rhat he dorh nor ſufficiently expli- 
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cate how the Engine Sho0 tnto Motion,and there. 
fore to furmiſh thu Motion, there i z rerpein Ma- 
teria Subtilis chat pervades this Engine, and the 
Moveable y arts, © conſiſting of 'ſeveril- Globulay 
Atoms apt for Motion,” they are thereby, and'by 
the Mobili - the Globalar Atoms put into Moti- 
oz. A third finding fault with the rwo former, 
becauſe thoſe Motions are ſo regalar,* and do ex- 
preſi the various Phenomens of the diſtribution of 
Time,and of the Heavenly Motions ; therefore it 
ſeems to him, that this Engin and Motion alſo 
fo Analogical to the Motions of the Heavens, was 
rag b9) ſome admir able conjunition of the Hea- 
wenly Boares which formed this Inſtrument and its 
Motions in ſuch an admirableCorreſpondency toits 
own Exiſtence. A fourth, diſliking the fuppoſi- 
tions of the three former, telis the'reft, thar he 
hath a more plain and evident Sotut ion of the 
Phenomenon, namely, The univerſal Soul of the 
World, or Spirit of Natare, that formed ſo many 
forts of Inſti with ſo many Organs, Faculties, 
and ſuch congruity of their whole compoſition, and 
ſuch enrious and various Mot ions as we may 0b- 
ſerve inthem hath formed and ſet intoMotion this 
admirable Automaton, and regulated and ordered 
it,with all theſe congruities we fee in it. Then 

ſfeps in an Ariforelian, and being diſſatisfied 
with all rhe former Solvtions,tells them, Gen- 
temen,yos are all miſtaken,your Solutions are In> 
explicable and Unſatisfattory, you have taken u« 

certain precarious Hypotheſes, and being pre of. 
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fed with theſe Creatares of your own fancies, and 

in love with them,right or wrong.you form all your 
Conceptions of things according to thoſe fanſied 
and pre-conceivedi maginations. The ſhort of the 
Boſinefs is, this Machina « eternal, ad [0 are all 
the Motions of it,andin 4s much as a Circular Mo- 
tion hath no beginning or end,this Motion that you 
fee both in the Wheels and Index,and the ſucceſ- 
ſroe Indications of the Celeſtial Motions gs eternal, 
and without beginning. And this is a ready and 
expedite way if ſolving the Phenomena, without 
fo much ado as you haae made about it. 

And whilſt all the Maſters were thus con- 
triving the Solution of the Phenomenon, in the 
hearing of the Artiſt that made it, and when 
they had all ſpent their Philoſophizing upon it, 
the Artiſt that made this Engine, and all this 
while liſtned to their admirable Fancies, telis 
them, Gentlemen you have diſcovered very much 
excellency of Invention touching this piece of Work 
that is F4 ore you, but you are all miſerably miſt ak- 
en : for it was I that made thiW atch,and brought 
it hither,«nd Iwill ſhew you how I made it. Firit, 
I wrought the Spring, and the Fuſee, and the 
Wheels and the Ballence, and the Caſe and Ta- 
ble ; I fitted them one to another,and placed theſe 
ſeveral Axes that are to direft the Motions,of the 
Index to diſcover the hour of the Day,of the Fi- 
gure that diſcovers the —__ of the Moon, aud 
the other various Motions that you ſee; and then I 
par-it together, and wound up the Spring, which 
hath given all theſe Motions, that you y in this 
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curious piece of Work, and that you maybe fare 
tell you true, I will tell prot _— _ and 
Progrefi of my making, diſpoſing, ond orderi | 
this] FAd Work, the ork Materials of 4 
manner of the forming of every individaal part 
of it,and how long I was about it.This plain and 
evident diſcovery renders all theſe excogitated 
Hypotheſesof tholePhiloſophical Exthaſiaftsvain 
and ridiculous, without any great help of Rhe- 
torical flouriſhes,or Logical confutations. And 
much of the ſame nature is that difparity of the 
Flypotheſesof the learned Philoſophers inrelati- 
on to the Origination of the World and Man, 
after a great deal of duſt raifed, and fanciful 
Explications and unintelligible Hypotheſis. The 
plain, but Divine Narrative by the Hand of 
Moſes, full of Senſe and Congruity, and clear» 
nels, and reaſonableneſs in it ſelf, does at the 
fame Moment give us a true and clear difco- 
very of this great Miſtery, and renders all the 
Eſffays of the generality of the Heathen Philo- 
{-phers to be vain, inevident,and indeed inex- 
plicable Theories, the Creatures of Phanralie 
and Imagination, and nothing elle. ] 
As for his Verraes, they have appeared {0 
Conſpicuous in all the ſeveralTranſactionsand 
turns of his Life, that it may feem needleſs to 
add any more of them, than has been already 
related, but there are many particalar Inſtances 
which I knew not how ro fit to the ſeveral 
Fears of his Life, which will give us a ckarer 
and better view of him. - 
, @ 
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He was a devost Chriſtian, a fxcere Proteſ- 
tant, and a rrue Son of the Church of England; 
moderate towards _—_— and juſt even to 
thoſe from whom he differed moſt; which ap- 
peared ly inthe care he took of preſerv- 
ing the Quakers, from.that miſchief that was 
like tofall on them by declaring their Marriages 
void, and ſo baſtarding their Children; but he 
conſidered Marrige and Szrceſſion as a Right of 
Nature,from which none ought to be barred, 
what miſtake ſoever they might be under, in 
the points of revealed Religion. 

And therefore in a Trial that was before 
him, when a ute was {ued for ſome Debts 
owing by his Wife before he Married her,and | 
the Quakers Council pretended, That it was no 
Marriage that had paſt between them, ſince it was 
not S > afaroie according to the Rules of the 
Church of England; he declared, that he was 
not willing on his own opinion to make their | 
Children Baſtards, and gave direQions to the 
Fary to find it ſpecial. It was a refleftion on 
the whole Party, that one of them to avoid an 
Inconvenience he had faln, in thought to have 
—_— himſelf by a defence, that.if it had 

een allowed in Law, muſt have made their 
whole iſſue Baſtards, and incapable of Succeſ- 
ſion,and for all their pretended/rjendſbip to one 
another, if this Judge had nor been more their 
friend, than one ot thoſe they fo called, their 
 Poſterity had been little beholding to chem, 
But he governed himſelf indeed by rhe Rams 
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the Goſpel, of doing to others what he would have 
others do to him; and therefore becauſe: he 
would have thought it a kzrdfbip nor withour 
Cruelty, ifamongit Papi/ts all Marriages were 
nulled which had not been made with all the 
Ceremonies in the Roman Ritual, lo he apply 
ing this to thecaſe of the SeeFarzes, he thought 
all Marriages made according to the ſeveral 
perſwaſions of Men, ought to have their 
EffeCts in Law. | 
Henſed conſtantly to worſhip God in his Family, 
performing it always himſelf,if there was noClergy. 
nan prefent: But as to his private Exerciſes in devo- 
tion, he took that extraordinary care to keep what 
he did {zc:et, tbar this part of his CharaRer muſt be 
defeRive, except it be acknowledged that Humility 
in covering it, commends him much more than the 
higheſt exprefiion of Devorion could have done. 
From the firſt time that the Impreſſions of 
Religion ſettled deeply in bis Mind. He uſed 
great caution to conceal it : not only in obedi- 
ence tothe Rules given by our Saviour of Faſt- 
ing, Praying, and giving Alms in Secret ; but 
trom a particular diltrutt he had-of himſelf, for 
he ſaid tie was alraid, he ſhould at ſome time 
or uther, do {ome cnormous thing, which it he 
were look'r on asa very Religious Man, might 
caſt a reproach on the oefaiion of it,and give 
ercaitadvantages io impious Men, to blaſphe- 
methcname ot God : But a Tre? is known by its 
Fruits; and he lived not only free of Blemiſhes, 
or Scandal, but ſhined in all the parts of his 
Con- 
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Converſation: and perhaps the diftruſt he was 
in of himſelf, contributed not a little to the Px- 
rity of his Life,far he being thereby obliged ro 
be more Watchful over himſelf,and to depend 
more on the aids of the Spirit of God, no won- 
der if that humble remper produced thoſe ex- 
cellent EffeCts on him. 

He had a Soul enlarged and raiſed above that 
mean appetite of /oving Money, which is genes 
_ rally the root of af Evil. He did not take the 
Profits that he might have had by his Practice ; 
for in common Caſes, when thote who came to 
ask his Council gave.him a Fiece, he uled 9 
_- back the half, and ſo made Ter ſhillings 

is Fee, in ordinary Matters that did not re- 
quire much time or Study : If he ſaw a Caulg 
was Uzjuit, he for a great while would not 
meddle further in it;but to give hisAdvice that 
it was ſo; If the Parties after that, would go 
on, they were to ſeek'another Councellour,tor 
he would aſſiſt none 1a AQs of Injuſtice : It he 
found the Cauſe davbrful or weak in point of 
Law,he always advis'd hisClients toagree their 
Buſinefi; Yet afterwards he abated much of rhe 
Scrupuloſity he had abouc Caules that appear- 
ed at rf viewInjuſt upon this occation : There 
were twoCaules brought to him,which by the 
ignorance of the Party,or their Attorney, were 

01ll repreſented to him ,thart they ſeem'd to be 
very bad;but he enquiring more narrowly into 
them,found they were really very goodand juit: 
So after this he flackned mucl: of his tormer 
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Stricnels, of his refuſing to meddle in Cauſes 
upon the ill Circumſtances: that appear'd in 
them at firſt, 

In his af he abhorred thoſe too com- 


mon faults of wiſrecitingEvidences,quotixgPre- 
cedents, or Books falfly, or «ſſerting things Cox- 
fiaently; by which ignorant Juries,or weatJudg- 
es,are too often wrought on. He pleaded wi 

the ſame Sincerity that he uſed in the other 
parts of his Life,and uſed to fay,It was as great 
a diſhonour as a Man was capable of, that for « 
little Money he was to be hired to ſay, or do other- 
wiſe than as he thought : All this he aſcribed to 
the unmeaſurable deſire of heaping up Wealth, 
which corrupted the Souls of ſome that ſeem'd 
to be otherwiſe born and made for great things. 

When he was a Practitioner, differences 
were often referr'd to him, which he ſetled, 
but would accept of no reward for his Pains, 
though offered by both Parties together, after 
the agreement was made ; for he {aid in thoſe 
eaſes be was made a Fudge, and a Judge ought to 
take xo Money. If they told him, he loft much of 
bis time in conſidering their Buſineſs, and ſo onght 
yo be acknowledged for it ; his anſwer was (as 
one that heard it told me,) Can I ſpend myT ime 
better, than to. make People friends,muſt I have 
po time allowed me to do good in, 

He was naturally a quick man, yet by much 
PraGtice on himfelf, he ſubdued that to-fuch a 
degree,that he would never run ſuddenly into 
any Conclukon coucerning any Matter of im+ 

| portance 
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portance. Feftixs lente was his beloved Motro, 
which he ordered to be ingraven on the Head 
of his Staff, and was often heard ſay, that he 
had obſervy'd witty Men ran into great Er- 
Yours, becauſe they did not give themſelves time 
ro think but the heat of Imagination making ſome 
Notions appear in good Colours to them,they with- 
our ſtaying till that cooled, were violently led by 
the Impulſes it made on them, whereas calm and 
Sow Men,who paſffor dull in the common eftima- 
#0n,could ſearch after Truth and find it out, as 
with more deliberation, ſo with greater certainty. 

He laid aſide the texthPenny of all he got for 
the Poor, and took great care to be well infor- 
med of proper Objetts for his Charities : And af- 
ter he was a Judge, many of the Perquilites of 
his Place,as his dividend of the Rule and Bcx- 
money, were ſent by him to the Goals to dif- 
charge poor Priſoners, who never knew from 
whole hands theirRelief came: It is alſo a Cul- 
tom for the Marſhal of theXzzgs-bench,to pre- 
ſent the Judges of that Court wsth a piece of 
Plate for a New-years-gift,that for theChictJu» 
ſtice being larger than the reſt, This he inten- 
ded to have refuſed, but the other Judges told 
him it belong'd to hisOffice,and the retuling ir 
would bea prejudice to hisSucceſlors,{o hewas 
perſwaded to take it, but he fent word to the 
Marſhal,tha: inſtead of Plate h# ſhould bring hins 
the vale of it in Money,and when he receiv'd ic, 
he immediately ſent it to-thePrifons,tor the re- 
licf and diſcharge of the poor there, He uſually 
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invited-ins poorNeighbours roDine with him; 
and made them fit atTable with himſelf; and 
if any of :hem were Sick, ſo that they'could 
not coke would ſend Meat warm to them 
from [::; Table; and he did not only relieve 
thePoorin his own Pariſh, but ſent Supplies to 
the Neighbouring Pariſhes,as there was occa- 
ſion for 1t; and he treated them all with the 
tenderneſs and familiarity that became one, 
who conlider'd they were of the ſame Nature 
with himſelf;and were reduc'd to no other Ne- 
ce//itiesbut {uch as hehimſelf might be brought 
to : But for common Beggars, if any of theſe 
came to him as he was in his Walks,when he 
lived in theCountry,hewould askſuch as were 
Capable of working,why they went about ſo Idly, 
if they anſwer'd, It was becauſe they could find 
no Work, he often ſent them to ſome Field to 


gather all th&Stones in it, and lay them on a 
Heap, and theri would pay them liberally for 
their Pains. This being done, he uſed to ſend 
hisCarts,and caus'd them to be carried to ſuch 
places of the High-way as needed mending. 
But when he was in Town, he dealt his 
Charities very liberally,even among the Street 
Beggars,and when ſome told him,zhat he there-. 
by incouraged Ialenefi,and that moſt of theſe were 
notorious Cheatshe uſed to anſwer, that he be- 
liew'd moſt oft hem were ſuch, but amongthem there 
were ſome that were great Objeits of Charity, and 
preſs d with grievous Neceſſuties, and that be had 
rather give fi Alms to twentywho might beperhaps 
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Roguesthan that one of the other ſortſhould peri 
buns of that ſmall Relief which a pi 
He loved Building much, which he affeQted 
chiefly,becauſe it imploy'd man / poor People, 
but one thing was obſerv'd in all his Buildings, 
thathe changes he made in his Houſes, was 
always from Magnificece to Uſefulneſs, for he 
eveidad every _— looked like Pomp or 
Vanity, even in theWalls of hisHouſes; he had 
cod Jud tin Architeffare, and an excel- 

nt faculty in Contriving wel]. 

He was a GeztleLandlordtoall his Tenants, 
_ and wasever ready upon any reafenableCom- 
laints,to make Abatements, for he was Mer- 
cifal as well as Righteows.. One inſtance of this 
was,of a Widow that liv'd in Londoz,and had 
a ſmall Eſtate near his Houſe in the Country ; 
from which her Rents were ill return'd to her, 
and at a Coſt which ſhe could nor well bear; 
{o ſhe bemoan'd herſelf to him, and he accor- 
ding to his readineſs to affiſt all poor People, 
told her, He would order his Steward to take up 
her Rents,and the returning them ſhould coit her 
zothing. But after that, when there was a fall- 
iog of Rents.in that Country, ſo that it was 
neceſſary to make abatements tothe Tenant ; 
yet he would have it to lie on himſelf, and 
made theWidow be paid herRent asformerly. 
Another remarkable Inſtance of his Juſtice 

and Goodneſs was,that when he found ill Mo- - 
ney had been put into his hands he would ne- 
ver ſuffer it tobe vented again,for he thought 
it 
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It was no excule for big to put falleMoney. jv 
other Peoples hands, hecaufefome bad putit-in 
His: A great heap of this he had gathered to 
gether,tor many had fofar abus'd his Goodneſs 
as to mix baſeMoney among theFees that were 
piven him; it is like he gntended ta have de. 
royed it,but ſome Thieves who had obfery'd 
it,broke into his Chamber and ſtole-it, think- 
ing they had got a Prize; which he nſed to 
tell with ſome pleaſure, imagining tiow they 
found themſelves deceived when they per. 
ceiv'd what fort of I they had fall'n on. 


After he was made a e,he would aceds 
pay more for every Purchaſe he made than it 
was worth ; If it had been'but a Horſe he was 
to buy,he would have ut bid the Price: And 
when ſome repreſented to' him, that be man ill 
Barga#ins,he {aid,it became Judges to pay more for 
what they bought, than the trae Value ; that ſo 
thoſe with whom they dealt, might nos think obey 
had any right to their favour by having ſold ſuc 
things to them at anteefie rate : and (aid it was 
ſuitable to the reputation, which a Faagrought 
to preſerve, to make ſuch Bargains,. that rhe 
World might ſee they were not too well uſed | 
upon ſome ſecret Account, 

In Sumyhis Eſtate did ſhew how little he had 
minded the raiſing a great Fortune,' for from 
a Hundred pound a Year,he raiſed it not quite 
toNine hundr'd,and of this a very conſiderable 
part came in by his ſhare of Mr. Se/dezs Eſtate: 


yet this, conſidering his great Practice while a 
Coun» 
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Counſcllour,and his conſtant, frugal, and mo- 
deft way of Living, was but a ſinall Fortune: 
Inthe ſhare that fell ro him by Mr.Se/dens Will, 
one memorable thing was done by him, with 
the other Executors,by which they both ſhew- 
ed their regard to their dead Friend,and their 
Love of the Publick ; His Library was valued 
at ſome thouſands of Pounds,and was beliey'd 
to be one of the curioufelt Colletions in Eus- 
rope: So they reſolv'd to keep this intire, for 
the Honour of Se/dex's Memory, and gave it 
to theUaion fore whe a noble Room 
wes added tothe former Library for its Recep- 
tion,and all due reſpeQs have been ſince ſhew- 
ed by that great and learned Body, to thoſe 
thier worthy BenefaQtors, who not only parted 
{ſo generouſly with this great Treaſure, but 
were a little put to it how tooblige them, withs 
out croſſing the Will of their dead Friend, Mr. 
Selden had once intended to give his Library to 
tothatUniverſity,and bad lettit fo by his Will; 
but having occaſion for a Manuſcript, which 
belonged to their Library, they asked of him 
& Bond of a thouſand Pound for its Reſtituti- 
on ; this he took ſo ill at their Hands, that he 
ſtruck out that part of his Will by which he had 
given them his Library,and with ſome paſſion 
declared they ſhould never have it : "| he Execus 
tors-ſtuck at this a little, but having conſfider- 
<d betrer of it,came'to this Reſolution; That 
they were to be the Executors of Mr. Se/den's 
Will, and not of his Paſſion; ſo they made 
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good what he had intended in cold Blood,and 
paſt overwhat hisPafſion had ſuggeſt'dto him. 
The parting with ſo many excellent Books, 


would have been as uneaſie to ourJadge,as a» 
ny thing of that nature could be, if a pious re- - 


gard to-his friends Memory had not prevaiPd 
over him,for he valued Books and Manuſcripts 
above all things in the World ; he himſelf had 
made a great and rareColle&jen of Mansſcripts 
belonging to the Law of Exgland,hewas forty 
Years in gathering it, he himſelf ſaid, #t co 

him about Fifteen hundred Poanas,and calls it in 
hisWill z Treaſure worth baving and keeping,and 


wot fit for every mans view.. Theſe all he left to- 


Lincoln's-Inn,and for the Information of thoſe 
who are curious to fearch into ſuch things; 
there ſhall be a Catalogue of them added at 

the end of this Book. {#1 
By all theſe Inftances it does appear, how 
much he was rais'd aboye the World, or the 
love of it. But having thus maſtered things 
without him,his next Study was to overcome 
his own Inclinations; he was as he ſaid himſelf 
naturally paſſionate ; 1 add, as he ſaid himelf,for 
that appear'd by no other Evidence, ſave that 
ſometimes hisColour would riſe a little, but he 
ſo govern'd himſelf, that thoſewho liv'd longa- 
bout him,bave told me theynever ſawhim diſ- 
order'd withAnger,tho' he met with ſomeTri+ 
als, that the nature of Man is as little able-to 
baar,as any whatſoever. There was one who 
did him a greatInjury,which it is notneceſlary 
t9 
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to mention, who coming afterwards to him 
for his Advice in the ſettlement of his Eſtate, 
he gaveit very frankly to him,but would ac- 
cept of no Fee for it, and thereby ſhewed both 
that he could forgive as a Chriſtian, and that 
he had the Soul of a Gentleman in him not to 
take money of one that had wronged him ſo 
heinoufly. And when he was asked by one, 
Flow he could uſe a Man ſo kindly that had wronged 
him ſo much, his Anſwer was, He thanked God 
he bad learned to forge! Injuries. And belides 
the great temper he expreſſed inall his publick 
on 1 map cp his Family he wasa very gen- 
tle Maſter : He was tender of all his Servants, 
he never turned any away, except they were 
ſofaulty,that there was no hope of reclaiming 
them : When any of them had been long out 
of the way, or had negleQed any part of their 
Duty;he would not ſee them at their firſt com- 
ing home, and ſometimes not till the next day, 
leaſt when his diſpleaſure was quick upon him 
he might have chid them indecently;andwhen 
hedid reprovethem, he did it with that fweet- 
neſs and gravity, that it appeared he was more 
concerned for their having done a fault, than 
for the Offence given by it to himſelf: But if 
they became immoral or unruly, then heturn- 
ed them away, for he ſaid, he that by hi place 
ought to puniſh —_— in other People, muſt by 
no means ſuffer them in his own Houſe : He ad- 
vanced his Servants according to the time they 
had been about him,and would never gooey: 
calion 
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cafion ro Envy among them, by reafamthe 
ounger Clerks above 'thoſe who had 
longer with him. He treated them all with 
great affeQtion,rather as a Friend,than a Maf- 
ter, given them often good Advice and In- 
ſtrution. He made thoſe who had good pla- 
ces under him, give ſome of their profit ro the 
other Servants who had nothing but their 
Wages ; When he made his. Will,he left Lega- 
cies to every one of them ; But he expreſſed a 
more particular kindneſs for one of them Ro- 
bert Gibbon, of the Middle Temple, Eſq; In 
whom he had thatConfidence, that he lek one 
of his Exccutors, Ithe rather mention him, 
becauſe of his noble Gratitude to his worthy 
BenefaQtor and Maſter, for he has been ſo care- 
ful topreſerve his Memory, that as he {erthoſe 
on me, at whoſe deſire I undertook to write 
his Life; ſo he has procured for me a great 
part of thoſe Memorials, and Informations 
out of which I have Compoſed it. 
TheFudgewas of a moſt tender and compaſ- 
ſionare Nature;this did eminently appear in his 
Tryingand givingSentence uponCriminals,in 
which he was ſtritly careful, that not a cir- 
cumſtance ſhould be negleted, which might 
any way clear the Fat: He behaved himfelf 
withthat regardtothePriſoners which became 
both the gravity of a Judge, and the pity that 
, was due to Men, whole Lives lay at Stake, fo 
that nothing of jearing or unreaſonable ſeverity 
ever fell from him. ,He alſoexamined w—_— 
nelles 
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neſſes in the fofrett' manner, taking care that 
they ſhould be pur under no Confuſion, which 
mighr diforder ' their Memory: And he 
Summ'd alt rhe Evidence ſo equally when he 
ch: --'4 theFury, that theCriminals themſelyes 
ne””.' "27pained of him. When ir came to 
* bh: ve Sentence, he did it with that Come 
ores *:'5 and Decency,and his Speeches torhe 
rilc:.:-: cirefting them to prepare for Death 
were {o eighty, io free of all AﬀeRation and 
{o Serious 2nd Devout, that many loved to go 
_ tothe Tryals, when he fate Fuage, to be edi 
fied by his Speeches, and Behaviour in them, 
and ufed to ſay,gheybeard very few ſach Sermons. 
But tho* the pronouncing the Sentence of 
Death, was the piece of his LImployment, that 
went moſt againſt the Grain with him; yet in 
that,he could never be molified toany tender- 
neſswhich hindred Juſtice. When he was once 
preſſed to recommend ſome (whom he had 
Condemned) to his Majefties Mercy and Par- 
don ; he anſwered He could not think they de- 
ſerved « Pardon, whom he himſelf had Adjudged 
#0 Die : $0 that all he would do in that kind, 
was to give the King a true Account of the 
Circumſtances of the Fatt, after which his 
Majeſty was to Conſider whether he would 
enterpoſe his Mercy,or let Juſtice take place. 
His Mercifulneſs extended even to his Bealts, 
for when the Horſes that he had kept long, 
grew Old, he would not ſuffer them to be ſold 
or much Wrought but orderd his Men ro _ 
_ thern 
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them looſe on his Grounds,and put them only 
to eaſie work,ſfuch as going to Market and the 
like : He uſed oldDogs alſo with the ſame care: 
HisShepherd having one thatwas becomeblind 
withAge,he intended to have kill'd or loſt bim, 
but the Judge m——__ hear of it, made one 
of his Servants bring him home and fed him - 
till hedied : And he was ſcarce ever ſeen more 
Angry than with one of his Servants for neg- 
lefting a Bird, that he kept, ſo that it died 72 
want of Food. | $4 

He wasa great incourager of all youngPer- 
ſons,that he ſawfollow'd theirBooks dilligent- 
ly,to whom he uſed to giveDireQions concer- 
ning the method of their Study,with a huma- 
nity and ſweetneſs, that wrought muchon all 
that came near him,and ina i{miling pleaſant 
way,he would admoniſh them. If he ſaw any 
thing amiſs in them, particularly, if they went 
too fine in their Clothes, he would tell them, 
It did not become their Profeſſion. He was not 
pleas'd to ſee Students wear longPerriwigs,or 
Attorneys go with Swords ; fo that fuch 
young Men as would not be perſwaded to 
= with thoſe Vanities, when they went to 

im, laid them aſide, and weat as plain as 
they could, to avoid the Reproof which they 
knew they might otherwiſe expect. 

He was very free and communicative in his 
Diſcourſe, which he moſt commonly fixed on 
ſome good and uſeful SubjeR,and loved for an 
Hour or two at Night, to be viſited by _ 
0 
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of his Friends. He neither ſaid nor did any thing 
with AﬀeQtation, but uſed a Simplicity, that 
was both natural to himſelf, and very eaſie to 
others : And though he never ſtudied the modes 
of Civility or Court-breeding, yet he knew not 
what it. was to be rude or harſh with any, ex- 
cept he were impertinently addreſſed to in mart- 
ters of Juſtice, then he would raiſe his Voice a 
little, and ſo ſhake off rhoſe Importunities. 

In his Furniture, and the ſervice of his Ta- 
ble, and way of Living, he liked the old Plain» 
neſs ſo well, thatas he would ſet up none of the 
new Faſhions, ſo he rather aftcQted a Conrlſe- 
neſs in the uſe of the old ones; which was more 
the effeA of his Philoſophy than Diſp: ſition, 
for he loved fine Things too much at firit : He 
wasalways of an equal Temper, rather chear- 
ful than merry. Many wondered to ſee the 
evenneſs of his Deportment, in ſome very fad 
Paſſages of his Life. | 

Having loſt one of his Sons, the manner of 
whoſe Death had ſome grievous Circumſtances 
in it; One coming to {ce him, and Condole, he 
{aid to him, thoſe were the Effe&s of living long, 
ſuch muit look to ſee many ſad and unacceptable 
Things ; and having ſaid that, he wentto other 
Diſcourſes, with his ordinary freedom of Mind; 
for though he had a temper fo tender, that ſad 
things were apt enough to make deep Impreſſi- 
ons upon him,yet the regard he had to the Wiſ- 
dom and Providence of God, and the juſt Eſti- 
mate he made of all external things, did to ad- 

nw G miration 
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' miration maiataia the tranquility of his Mind, 
and he gave no occaſion by idleneſs to Melan- 
choly to corrupt his Spirit, but by. the perpe- 
tual beat of. his thoughts, he knew. well how 
to divert them from being oppreſſed with the 
exceſſes of Sorrow. | 
He had a generous and noble Idez of God in 
his Mind, and this he found did above all other 
Conſiderations preſerve his quiet. Andin 
that was ſowell Eſtabliſhed in him, that no ac- 
cidents, how ſudden ſoever, were obſerved to 
diſcompole him : Of which an Eminent Man of 
that Profeſſion, gave me this inſtance: In the 
year 1666, an Opinion did run through the Na- 
tion, That the end of the World would come that 
gear, This, whether ſer on by Aſtrologers, or 
adyanced by thoſe who thought it might have 
ſome relation to the »um'er of the Beaſt in the 
Rewelaticn, or promoted by Men of ill Deſigns, 
to diſturb the publick Peace, had ſpread migh- 
tily among the people; and Fudge Hale going 
. that year the Weſtern Circuir, it happened, that 
as he was on the Bezch at the Afizes, a molt 
terrible Storm fell out very unexpettedly, ac- 
companied with ſuch flaſhes of Lightning, and 
chaps of Thunder, that thelike will hardly fall 
out in an Age, upon which a whiſper or a ru- 
mour run through the Crowd, That xow was the 
World to end, and the day of Fudgment to begin, 
and at this there followed a general Conſternati- 
on in the whole Aſſembly, and all Men forgot 
the Buſineſs they were met about, and betook 
themſelves 
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themſelves to their Prayers : This added to the 
horror raiſed by the Storm, looked very diſmal- 
ly; in ſo much thatmy Author, a Man of no 
ordinary Reſolution, and firmneſs.of mind con- 
felled it made 4 great Impreſſion on himſelf. But 
he told me, That be did obſerve the Fudge was 
not « whit ffetied, and was going on with the Bu- 
fineſs of the Court in his ordinary manner : From 
which he made this concluſion, That his thongh's 
were ſo well 7 that he believed if the World 
had been really to end, it noul4 have given hins 
no conſiderable difturbance. 

But I ſhall now conclude all that I ſhall ſay 
concerning him with what one of the greate(t 
Men of the Profeſſion of the Law, ſ:ar me as 
an abſtraCt of the CharaCter he had mideof him, 
upon long obſervation, and much converſe with 
him: It was ſent me, that from thence with the 
other Materials, | might make ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation of him to the World, as he indeed de- 
ſerved, but I reſolved not to ſhred it out in par 
cels, but to ſet it down entirely as it was ſent 
me, hoping that as the Reader will be much de- 
lighted with it, ſo the Noble perſon that ſent it, 
will not be oft:nded with me for keeping it en- 
tire, and ſetting it in the beſt light I could ; Ir 
begins abruptly, being deſigned to ſupply the 
deteats of others, from whom I had earlier 
and more copious Informations. 


He would never be brought to diſcourſe of pub- 
lick Matters in private Converſation, but in que- 
| > 2 Þ » [trons 
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ftions of Law, mhen any young Lawyer put aCaſe 
zo bim, he was very communicative, eſpecially while 
he was at the Bar : But when he came to the Bench, 
he grew more reſerd,” and would never ſuffer his 
Op:nion in any ciſe to be known, till he was obli. 
ged to declare it Fudzcially; - And he concealed hit 
y_ in great Caſes ſo carefully, that the ret of 
the Judges inthe (ame Court coald never perceive 
it : His reaſon was, Becauſe every Judge ought 
to give Sentence according to his own Perſwa- 
ſion andConſcience,and not to be {way*d by any 
reſpe& or deference toanother Man's Opinion : 
And by this means it hath happentd ſometimes, 
that when all tne Barons of the Exchequer had de- 
livered their Opinions, and agreed in their Rea- 
ſons and Arguments ; yet he coming to ſpeak laft, 
and differirg in Jud: ment fromthem, hath expreſt 
himſelf with ſo much Weight and Solidity, that the 
Barons have immediately retratted their Votes, and 
concurr'd with him. He: hath ſat as a Fudge in all 
the Courts of Law, and in two of them as Chief, 
but Fill where ever he ſat, all Buſineſs of conſe- 
——_—_ him, and no Man was content te ſit 
arwn by the Tudement of any other Court, till the 
Caſe were brought before him, to ſee whether he 
were of the ſame mind; And his Opin!on being once 
known, Men did readily acquieſce in it ; and it was 
very rarely ſeen, that any Man a:t:mpted to bring 
it about ag1in, and he that did'ſo, did 't apon 
great D;Jad vartages, and was alweys lookt upon as 
4 very contentio1s Perſon 'Soth it whit" Cicero 
ſays of Brutus, dia very of ren happen to him, Eriam 
quos 
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quos, contra ſtatuit. xquos placatoſque dimilit. 
Nor did Men reverence his Julgment and Opinion 
ip Courts of Law only: But his Authority was as 
great in Courts of Equity, and the ſamereſpett and 
ſubmiſſion was pid to him there too ;, And this ap» 
peared not only in his own Court of Equity in the 
EF xehequer Chamber, But in the Chancery too, for 
thither . he was of tem called to adviſe and aſſiſt the 
Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper for the time te 
ing ; and if theCauſe were of diffi-ult Examination, 
or intricated and entangl:d with variety of Settle= 
ments, no man ever \ſhewed « more clear ani diſcer- 
ning. Tuigment: If it nere of great Value, and 
Great Perſons intcreſied in it, no man ever (hewed 
greater Courage and Integrity in laying aſide all 
reſp: of Perſons : When hecame to deliver his Opi- 
non, he always put his Diſcourſe into ſuch am thod, 
thit one part of 4t gave light to the other and 
where the proceedings of (hancery might prove In- 
convenient to the Subjetf, he never ſpared to 0b- 
ſerve and reprowve them : And from his Obſervati- 
ons and Diſcourſes, the Chancery hath tak'n occa- 
firm ta etabliſh many of thoſe Rules by which it 
Governs it ſelf at this day. 

He aid look upon Equity as 2 part of the Com- 
mon-Law, and on: of the Grounds of it ; and there- 
fore as near as he could, he did always reduce it 
ro certain Rules and Principles, that Men might 
Study it as a Science, and not think the Admmi- 
tration of it had any thing arbi'rary in it, Thus 
eminent was this man inevery Station, and intowhat 

Court ſorver he was call'd, he quickly made it ap- 
| G 3' pear, 
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pear, that he a:ſerved the chief Seat there. 
' Asgreat a Lawyer as he was he would never ſuf- 
fer the Ariitneſs of Law to prevail againſt Conſci- 
ence, as preat a Chancellor as he was, he would 
make uſe of all the Niceties and Subtilties in Law 
when it tended to ſupport Right and Equity. But 
mothing was more admirable in him, than his Pa- 
tence : He did not affett theRepatation of Quick - 
ne(s and Diſpatch, by « haſt» and captious hearinz 
of the Councel : He would bear with the meanet, 
and gave every Man his full Scope, thinking it 
much better to loſe Time than Patience : In ſum- 
ming upof an Evidence to a Jury, he would always 
require the Bar to interrupt him if he did miſtake, 
and to put him in mind of 'it, if he did forget the 
leaſt Crrenmſtance ; fome Judges have been di- 
ſturbed at this as a Rudeneſs, which he always 
looked upon as a Service and Reſp i done to him.” 

. His whole Life was nothing elſe but 4 conting4l 
courſe of Labour and Induftry, and when he could 
borrov any time from the publick Service, it was 
whelly employed either in Philoſophical or Divine 
Meditations, and even thit was 4 publick Service 
109 as it hath proved ; For they have occaſioned his 
Writing of ſuch Treatiſes, at are become the Choi: 

cet enter ainment of wiſe and good Men, and the 
' World hath reaſon to wiſh that more of them were 
Printcd : He that confiders the attive part of his 
Life, and with what unwearied Diligence and Ap- 
plication of Mind, he diſvatched all Mens Buſineſs 
whi h came under his Care, will wander how he 
"ola find any time for Contemplation : He that 

OY 4 * ' conſiders 
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conſiders again the various Stu#ies he paſt through, 
and the many Collettions and Obſervations he huh 
maile, may as j !ftly wonder how he could fin any. 
time for Aftion: |'ut no Man 6 in wonder at the ex: 
emplary Piety and Innocence of ſuch a life ſo ſprat 
4s this was, wherein as he was careful to avoi 
every idle nord, /o*tis manifeit he never ſpent 
an idle day. . They who come far ſhort of this Great 
Max, will be apt enough to think that this is a Pa- 
negyrick, which indeed is a Hiſtory, and but a lit- 
tle part of that Hiſtory which was with great Truth 
$0 be related of him: Mex who deſpair of attain« 
ing (wth perfeition, are not willing to believe that 
any Man elſe did ever arrive at ſuch a Hetg ht. 

He was the greateſt Lawyer of the Age, and 
might have had what Practice he pleaſed, bu! theugh 
he did noft Conſcientiouſly «ff+& the Libours of his 
Profeſſion, yt at the (ame time, he deſpiſed the 
Gainof it, and of thoſe profits which he would allow 
himſelf to receive, he alw1ys{et apart a Tenth Pen- 
ny for the Poor, which he ever difpenſed with that 
ſecrtty, that they who were relieved, ſeldom or ne- 
ver knew their Benefator : He took more p:ins #9 
avoid the Honours and Preferments of the Gown, 
than others ag to compaſs them. His Mrdeſty was 
beyond all Example, for where ſome Men who never 
attain'd to half his Knowledge, hwv+ been puſft up 
with a high conceit of themſelves, and have affet- 
ed all occaſions of raiſing their own Eſteem by de- 
preciating other Men; He on the contrary was the 
moſt obliging Man that ever Prattiſed : If a youn 
Gentleman happened to le-retain'd to argue 4 poif 


# 
4. 


94 The Life and Death of Ty 


in Law, where he was on the contrary ſide, he 
would very often mend the Objettions when he came 
za repeat them,. and always Commend the Gentle=. 
man if there were room” for it, and one goed -word 
felis was of more advantage to .a:young Man, 
tan all the favour of the Court could be. _© 

Having thus far purſued his Hiſtory and Cha- 
racer, in the publick and exemplary: parts of 
his Life, without interrupting the thread of the 
relation, with what was Private and Domeſtick, 
I ſhall conclude with a ſhort account of. theſe. 

He was twice Married, his firſt Wife was 
Anne Daughter of Sir Henry Moore, of ' Faly in 
Berkſhire, Grandchild to Sir Frencis Moore, Ser- 
jeant at Law; by her he had Ten Children; the 
four firſt died young, the other (ix lived to be 
all Married; And le outslived them all, except 
bis &ddeſt Daughter, .aad his youngeſt. Son , 
who are yet alive. A. | \ 

His eldeſt Son Robert. Married Frances the 
Daughter of Sir Francis Check, of Avington in 
Berkſhire, and they both dying in a little time 
one after another, left five Children, two Sons, 
Matthew and Gabriel, and three Daughters , 
Anne, Mary, and Frances, and by the Jwages 
advice, they both made him their Executor, ſo 
he took his Grand-Childrea into his own Care, 
and among them he lett his Eſtate. | 

His Second Son Matthew, Married Anne the 
Paughter of Mr, Matthew Simmonds, of Hilſly, 
in Gloceſterſhire, who dyed ſoon after, and-left 
die Son behind him named Matthew. - 
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His third Son Thomas, Married Rebex«h the 
Daughter of Chriftian Le Brune, a Dutch 
Merchant, and Died withour Iflye, 

\ His fourth Son Edward, Married Mary, the 
Daughter of Eamund Goodyere, Elq; of Hey- 
thorp, in Oxfordſþire, and ſtill lives, he has 
two'Sons, and three Daughters. | 

- His,eldeſt Daughter Mary, was Married to 
Edward. Alderley, Son of Edvard Alderley, of 
Innijbannon, in the County of Cork in Ireland, 
who-dying, left her with two $qns, and three 
Daughters; (be is ſinge Married to Edward Ste- 
phens, 'Son to Edward Stevens, Eſq; of Chering- 
ton in Gloceſterſhire. .. His youngeſt Daughter 
Elizabeth, was Married to Edward, Webb, = 
Barriſter at Law,, ſhe Died, leayjng two Chil: 
dren, a Son anda,Daughter,': _ , 

His ſecond Wife was 4nne, the Daughter of 
Mr. Joſeph Bip Fa/y in Berkſbire, by whom 
he had.no Children ; He gives her a great Cha- 
rater 10 his Will, as.a moſt duriful, faithtul, 
and loving Wife, and therefore truſted the breed- 
ing of his Grand-Children to her Care, and letc 
her oneof his Executors, to whom he joyned 
Sir Robert Fenkinſon, and Mr. Gibbon. So much 
may ſuffice ot thoſe deſcended from him. 

In after times, it is not to be doubted, but it 
will be reckoned no imall Honour to derive 
from him; And this has made me more parti- 
cular in reckoning up his Iſſue. I ſhall next give 
an account of the Ifluesof his Mind, his Books, 
that are either Printed, or remain in Manu- 
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ſcript; for the laſt of theſe by his Will, he has 
forbid the Printing of any- of them after his 
Death, except fuch as he ſhould give order for- 
in his Life; But he ſeems to have changed his 
mind afterwards and to have left it to the dif> 
cretion of his Executors, which of them might 
be Printed; for though he does not expreſs that, 
yet he ordered by a Codicil, That if any Book 
of bis Writing, as well touching the Common Law 
4s other Subjeits, ſhould be Printed; then what 
fhould be given for the Conſideration of the Copy, 
foould be divided into Ten ſhares, of which he ap- 
pointed Seven to go among his Servants, and Three 
zo thoſe who had Copied them ont; and were to look 
(2 the Impreſſion. The reaſon, as F have un- 

rſtood it, that made him ſo uriwilling to have 
any of his Works Printed'afterhis Death, was ; 
That he apprehended in the Licenſing them, (which 
was neceſſary before any Book could be law ful- 
ly Printed, by a Law then in force, but fince 
his Death determined) ſome things might have 
been ftruck out or altered ; which he had obſer- 
ved not without ſome Indignation, had been 
done toa part of the Reporrs, of one whom he 
had much Eſteemed. ' 

This inmat 'ersof Law, he ſaid, might prove to 
be of ſuch miſchievous Conſequence, that he there« 
pon reſolved nome of his Writings, ſhould be at th: 
Mercy of Licenſers; And therefore becauſe he 
was.not ſure, that they ſhould be publiſhed 
without Expurgationsor [nterpolations, he for» 
bid th? Printing anyof them ; in which he _ 

wards 


— 
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wards made ſome Alteration, at leaſt he'gave 
occaſion by his Codicil, to infer that he alte- 
red his mind. _ M. 

This I have the more fully explained, that 
his laſt Will may be no way miſunderſtood, 
and that his worthy Excecutors, and his Hope- 
ful Grand-Children, may not conclude them- 
ſelves to be under an Indiſpenſible obligation, 
of depriving the pnblick of his excellent” 
Writings. ' * A ant Phat» 


MC 


— 
———— 
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The Conclufion. 


8 Hus lived anddicd Sir Matthew:Hale, the 
Renowned Lord Chief Juſtice of England : 
He had one of the bleſſings of Virtue in the high, 
eſt meaſure of any of the Age, that does not 
always follow it, which was, that he was «zs- 
verſally much valued and admired by Men of 
all ſides and perſwaſions. For as none could hate 
him but for his J«ſtice and Virtues, ſo the great 
eftimation he was generally in, made, that few 
durit 'undertake to defend ſo ingratefut a Para- 
dox, as any thing faid ro /efen him would have 
appeared to be. His Name is ſcarceever men- 
tioned ſince his Death, withour particular ac- 
cents of ſingular reſpet#. His Opinion in points 
of Law generally paſſes asan wncontroulable Au- 
Go-, <a —Þ Ee. | thority, 


*o, 
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thority, and is often pleaded inall the Courts of 
Juſtice; And all that knew him well, , do ſtill 
fpeak of him as one of the perfeFeſt patterns of 
Religion and Virtue they eyer ſaw. 

'Fhe Commenaations given him by all ſorts of 
people are ſuch, that 1 pag ns come under 
the Cex/ares of this Age, for any thing I have 
faid concerning him; yet af this Book, lives to: . 
aftertimes, it will be looked on perhaps as a 
Picture, drawn more according to Fancy: and 
Invention, than after the Life if it were not 
that thoſe who knew him well, eſtabliſhing its 
Credit in the -preſent Age, will make it paſs 
down to the xext with a clearer Authority. 

F ſhall purſue his presſe no further in my own 
words, but ſhall add. what the preſent Lord 
Chancellon, of | England ; faid concerning him, 
when he delivered the Commiſſion to the La#d 
Chief Juſtice Raznsford, who:ſucceeded him in 
that Office, which he began. in this manner. 

The acancy of the Seat of the Chief Fuitice of 
this Court, and that by a way and means fo unuſu- 
al, as the Reſignation of him, that lately held it, 
and this too proceeding from ſo deplorable a cauſe, 
as the infirmity of that Body, which began to 
forſake the ableſt Mind that ever preſided 
here , ha'h fillea the Kzngdom with Lamen- 
tations, and gruen the King many. and penſive - 
thoughts, how to ſupply that Vacancy again. And 
a little af:er ſpeaking to his Succeflor, He ſaid, 
Th: wery Labours of the plate, and that weight 
end fitigne of Buſineſs which attends it, are no 

| ſmall 
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ſmall diſcouragements ; " For what Shoulders may 
not juitly fear that \Barthen which made him foo 
rhat went before jost'-Tet I confeſs you haves 
greater . diſcour agement than the meer Barthen of 
your Place, and that is the-animitable Example of 
y0hr 'laft Predeceſſor : Oneroſum eſt ſuccedere 
bono. Principi, was the ſaying of him in the 
Panegyrick; . «#d you will find it ſo too that are to 
ſmeceed ſuch a Chief Fuitice, of ſoindefatigable an 
Indafry, fo imvincible's Patience, ſo exemplary 

an Integrity, and ſo Magnanimons a contempt of 
 Worldly things, with»ut which" no Man can be 
iruly great; and toall this « Man that was fo abſo- 
Inte a Maiter of the Science of the Law, and ev:'n 
of the moſt abſtruſe' and hidden parts of it, that 
vne may truly ſay of his knovledge in the Law, what 
St. Auſtin /azd- of St. Hierom's knowledge #n 
Divinity, Quod Hieronymus neſcivit, nullus 
mortalium unquam ſcivit. And therefore the 
King wonld not ſuffer himſelf to part with ſo great 
« Man, till he had plac-# upon him all the marks of 
Bounty and Efteem, which his retired ans weak 

Condition was capable of. 

Tothis high CharaRer, in which the expreſ- 
ſions, as they well becomethe E/oquence of him 
who pronounced them, ſo they do agree exaCt- 
ly to the Subject, without the abatements that 
are often to be made Rhetorick ; I ſhall add 
that part of the Lord Chief Juſtices anſwer in 
which he ſpeaks of his Predeceſlor. 

mm——4 perſon in whom his eminent Virtues, 
@nd deep Learning, have long managed 4 content 

SLES 
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for the Superiority, which 3s wot decided to this 
day, nor will it ever be determined I ſuppoſe, which 
ſhall get the upper hand. Aperſon that has ſatin 
this Court theſe many Years; of whoſe aitions there 
I heve beem an eye and ear witneſs, that by the 
greatneſs of his learning always charmed his Andi- 
tors to reverence and attention : Aperſonof whom 
IT think I may boldly ſay, that as former times 
cannot ſhew any Swperiour to him, ſo I am confi- 
dent ſucceeding and future time will never ſhew 

equal: Theſe comſiderations heightned by 
what I have heard from your Lordſhip concerning 
him, made me anxious and doubtful, and put me 
to a ſtand, hov I ſhould ſucceed ſo able, ſo good and 
ſo great a Man: It doth wery much trouble me, 
that I who in compariſon of him am but like a Can- 
ale lighted in the Sunſhine, or like a Gloe-worms 
at mid-day, ſhould ſucceed ſo great a Perſon, that 
#5 and will be ſo eminently famous to all wy 099 
And I muſt ever wear this Motto in my breaſt to 
comfort me, and in my ations to excuſe me, 


Sequitur, quamvis non paſſibus eqnis. 


Thus were Panegyricks made upon him while 
yetalive, in that ſame Court of Juſtice which 
he had ſo worthily governed. As he was ho- 
noured while he hved, ſo he was much lamen- 
ted whea he died : And this will {till be ac- 
kaowledged as a jult inſcription for his Me- 

,mory, though his modeſty forbid any ſuch to 
be put on his Tomb-ſtone. | 
THAT 
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THAT HE WASONEOF THE GREAT: 
EST PATTERNS THIS AGE HAS AFR 
FORDED, WHETHER IN HISPRIVATE 
DEPORTMENT AS A CHRISTIAN, OR 
IN HIS PUBLICK EMPLOYMENTS; EI-. 
THER AT THE BAR ORON THEBENCH. 


'FINTS. 
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A Catalogue of all his Books that are Printed, 
aud are to be Sold. by William Shrowsbury as 
the Sign of the Bible in Duke-Lane. 


J Je E primitive Origination of Mankind, 
conſidered and examined according to 
the Light of Nature, Folio. 

2. Contemplations Moral and Divine, Part 1.04. 

3- Contemplations Moral and Divine, part 2.04. 

4. Difficiles Nuge, or Obſervations touching the 
Torricellian riment, and the various ſolu- 
tions . of the ſame, eſpecially touching the 
Weizht and Elaſticity of the Air. Oavo. 

5. An Eſſay touching the Gravitation, or Nox; 
Gravitation of fluid Bodies, and the Reaſons 
thereof. Ofavo. 

6. Obſervations touching the Principles of natu- 
ral Motions, and eſpecially touching Rarefa- 
tion, and Condenſation ; together with a 
Reply tocercain Remarks, touching the Gra- 
vitation of Fluids. Octavo. 

| hg 7. The 


for The i T7 Das $6: 


7. The Life and 
T: written by his £ 
_ 


agmefits4; Eopethe 
Bot ony and anther t &V0. 

$. Pleas of the (Crown, of a erbodacat Son 
tary of the proencipal margers relating to that 
Subjeft. Otavo. 

9: Tratts on ſeveral Subjefts. 

10. 4 ſhort Treatiſe touchi Sheriffs Accounts, 

, #0 which #s added # Tryal of Witches, at the 

s held 4 Bury Se. cms for the 

| | care Suffolk 1orh. of , T1664. be- 
fore the ſaid Sir Matthew Kyioht. 

11. Magnetiſmus Magnus, or Fre Mrnrx and 
Divine Contemplations on the Mag net or Load: 


ſtone. 


